
 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
Region VII celebrated the Civil Registration 
Month (CRM) on February 2019. This is 
the 29th year of the CRM with the theme 
“Inclusive and Responsive CRVS: Working 
Smarter Through Innovation.” Former 
President Benigno Simeon Aquino III 
signed Proclamation No. 1106 reaffirming 
the country’s commitment to achieve 
universal civil registration and improved 
vital statistics. This is in support to the 
Asia-Pacific Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) Decade, 2015-2024 that 
every birth must be registered by 2024 
through a well-functioning CRVS system. 

 In line with this 29th CRM, PSA 
Region 7 spearheaded activities such as 
hanging of CRM streamers, motorcade, 

conduct lectures on civil registration, 
information drive, participation to the 
mobile registration initiated by the Local 
Civil Registry Offices across the region, 
CRM quiz bee, TV & radio guesting among 
others.

 The CRM is celebrated by virtue 
of the Presidential Proclamation No. 682 
signed on January 28, 1991 by the late 
President Corazon Aquino declaring 
February of every year as the Civil 
Registration Month. This is to remind 
the citizenry of their duty to register acts 
and events concerning status of persons 
and enhance nationwide awareness and 
appreciation of the legal, administrative 
and statistical values of civil registry 
documents. (N. Rafols)
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PSA 7 celebrates 29th  CRM

CV-RSC members converge in Bohol for the 1st 
Quarter 2019 Regular Meeting

Employees of PSA RSSO VII and PSA Cebu during the opening ceremony of 2019 Civil Registration 
Month at Cebu City Hall with the Cebu City Civil Registrar Atty. Evangeline Abatayo (fourth from 
right-front row) and  Cebu City Councilor Sisinio “Bebs” Andales (third from right-front row)
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In this Issue

The heads and representatives of member agencies during the First Quarter RSC meeting with RD Efren Carreon 
as presiding the meeting.

 The Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee (CV-RSC) was established 
in the region by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) Board by virtue of PSA Board 
Resolution No. 05 s. 2015 to provide direction and guidance to regional and local 
statistical development activities.

 The RSC conducted its 1st Quarter 2019 regular meeting on 19 February 2019 
at Bohol Island State University (BISU)- Main Campus Tagbilaran City, Bohol. Among 

turn to page 2
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 In line with the celebration of the 2019 National Women’s 
Month, the Philippine Statistics Authority Regional Statistical 
Services Office VII formally launched the 2018 Women and Men 
(WAM) publication on 25 March 2019. This was participated 
by the personnel of PSA RSSO VII. The 2018 Women and Men 
handbook is the first edition which presents the latest available 
gender statistics through tables and charts with short explanatory 
texts and brief analyses highlighting important data. The 
handbook focuses on the situation of women relative to men 
in the following major areas: (1.) Population and Families; (2.) 
Work; (3.) Economic Participation; (4.) Agriculture; (5.) Education; 
(6.) Health; (7.) Social Welfare; (8.) Public Life; (9.) Peace and 
Human Rights; (10.) Violence Against Women and Children; 
and  (11.) Environment. Technical Notes and list of Philippine 
Laws in Support of Women’s Welfare and Rights were included. 
Data for provinces and key cities are also provided whenever 
possible. 

 During the launching, SOCD Chief Leopoldo P. Alfanta, 
Jr. explained the rationale of WAM publication. Senior Statistical 
Specialist Mryna Trinidad T. Cataluña presented the salient 
features of the said publication. Printed samples of WAM were 
provided to the participants and the availability of its pdf copy 
was explained by presenting the uploaded version through the 
regional website of PSA Central Visayas. 

 Through this publication, the PSA Regional Statistical 
Services Office VII hopes to contribute to the government’s 
efforts in furthering gender mainstreaming and in fulfilling 
the various international gender-related commitments of our 
country. (P. Enfestan)

PSA RSSO VII launches 2018 WAM on Women’s Month

CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. elaborates the rationale of Women and Men publication during the launching

the agenda discussed were Updates on Regional Statistical 
Development Program, Updates on the submission of the 
Sustainable Development Goals and its indicators, and List of 
PSA Data Results Calendar of Press Release for 2019.

 Also, results of the  latest Annual Poverty Indicators 
Survey (APIS) was presented by CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. 
of PSA Region VII. APIS is a survey that gathers data that can 
be used to generate income and non-income based poverty 
indicators to assess and monitor the poverty situation in the 
country. This also includes questions about access to drinking 

water, sanitation and hygiene. Moreover, the presentation also 
includes the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) based on the 
results of the 2016 and 2017 APIS. The MPI is a measure that 
intends to capture deprivations on various dimensions. Thus, 
the MPI provides information on which dimension the Filipinos 
are most deprived in. (C. Niala)

Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee ...

SrSS Myrna Trinidad T. Cataluña presents the salient features and 
contents of the 2018 WAM

Mr. Peter Enfestan presents the WAM webpage under the region’s website
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 As one of the Civil Registration System (CRS) operating 
outlets in the country, Cebu City CRS Serbilis Outlet achieved an 
average of 97.44 percent in terms of service time delivery based 
on the its Key Performance Indicator (KPI) in 2018. This means that 
97.44 percent of the transactions or applications were processed 
within the service time requirement after payment. The total 
transactions for the outlet in 2018 was recorded at 977,048.

 Certificate Issuances comprised 90.29 percent of the total 
transactions which translate to 882,171 transactions. However, 
only 86.84 percent of these achieved the service time delivery 
required. Meanwhile, total transactions for Authentication and 
CENOMAR contributed 0.01 percent and 9.70 percent respectively. 
(B.J. Bacurnay)

Service Time Performance of 
Cebu Serbilis Outlet averages to 
97 percent in 2018

The CRS associates at the Serbilis Outlet

PSA Central Visayas conducts 
the 2019 Geo-tagging Regional 
Briefing

 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) envisioned to 
update existing digitized maps to come up with accurate and 
reliable maps for use in data collection during census and survey 
operations, information dissemination activities, spatial analysis, and 
in the development of the sampling frame for the Master Sample 
for household-based surveys and other sampling frames. This map 
updating activity is a component of the continuous rolling scheme 
for updating of maps of the PSA, which is expected to be finished 
prior to the conduct of the 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
(CPH). One of the important thrusts of the map updating activity 
is to geo-tag the building structures found in the selected Primary 
Sampling Units (PSUs).

 For the purpose of the updating activity of digitized maps of 
the PSA, geo-tagging is the process of creating vector data by marking 
building structures in the selected areas as points in the digitized 
maps. Along with the creation of points for building structures, the 
association or attribution of geographical information to these points, 
which includes addresses of buildings, building type, and pictures, 
among others, is also done simultaneously.

 The main objective of conducting the geo-tagging activity 
is to identify and mark building structures as points in the digitized 
maps and to attribute these buildings with pertinent geographical 
information for use in various statistical undertaking of the PSA. 
Specifically the geo-tagging aims to: come up with accurate, up-to-
date, and dynamic digitized enumeration (EA) base maps; aid in the 
creation of the building registry in the Philippines; be used as guide 
in the post-census evaluation activities; construct base maps to be 
utilized in the 2019 Enumeration Area (EA) delineation activity; be 
used as reference and guide in the conduct of  several Household/
Establishment-based surveys and censuses; aid in the development 
of the Master Sample and other Sampling Frames; be used in the 
preparation of various geospatial distribution and data visualization 
for information dissemination; and provide inputs for validating 
sampling frames.

 Prior to the conduct of the actual field enumeration for the 
2019 Geo-tagging of Building Structures, PSA conducted a regional 
briefing through teleconferencing in all regional offices nationwide 
last 4-5 March 2019. Participants of the regional briefing were the 
Regional Director, Chief of the Statistical Operations and Coordination 
Division, Provincial Statistics Officers (PSOs) of all provinces wherein 
geo-tagging operation will take place, Regional Focal Person (RFP), 
Provincial Focal Persons (PFPs), Assistant Provincial Focal Persons 
(APFPs), and Hired Map Data Screeners (MDSs).

 Discussed during the Regional Briefing were the different 
Office Memos related to the conduct of the 2019 geo-tagging of 
building structures, new ways of downloading and geo-referencing 
of google images for deployment to all Hired Map Data Collectors 
(MDCs) nationwide. The 2019 Geo-tagging of Building Structures will 
start on 18 March 2019. (J.J. Abadingo)

RD Ariel E. Florendo gives his message during the briefing
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 The Provincial Government of the four provinces of 
Region 7 invited the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA VII) as 
a resource speaker to the two-day provincial workshop on the 
Localization of the Philippine Development Plan (PDP) CY 2017-
2022 Result Matrices and the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) Tagging.

 The workshop aimed to formulate Cities/Municipalities’ 
commitment and result matrices reflective and/or consistent 
with the targeted outcomes that will be aligned to the Regional/
Provincial and the PDP. In consideration of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), Local Government Units (LGUs) must 
ensure its tagging through its Local Development Investment 
Programs (LDIPs).

 The invited participants per LGU includes the City/
Municipal Mayors or their representatives, chairpersons of 
the committee on appropriations of the Sanggunian, Local 
Planning and Development Coordinators and City/Municipal 
Local Government Operations Officer (C/MLGOOs).

 The activity presented the validated provincial results 
matrices that contain the provincial indicators and targets 

which are anchored from the regional results matrices. These 
matrices provide a mechanism and/or basis for assessing the 
contributions of each local government unit in the attainment 
of PDP 2017-2022. Moreover, the activity was intended to secure 
commitments from the city and municipalities of the province on 
their contributions to the attainment/realization of the provincial 
targets.

 The workshop was also aimed to present the efforts on 
the Localization of the SDG indicators for monitoring, highlighting 
the indicators with provincial disaggregation as well as the Core 
Regional Indicator System (Co-Re IS). The former also provide 
guidance in the determination of applicable indicators in the 
RDP Matrices (RMs) for inclusion in the PDP Matrices (PMs) and 
identification of Co-Re IS and other applicable indicators that 
are aligned with the PDP/RDP chapters/outcomes and SDGs.

 The PSA resource speakers also reminded the local 
officials and its representatives about the submission of their 
SDG Data Assessment Matrix based on the local level monitoring 
and identify which indicators are currently being monitored and 
how these indicators were used as well as to its intended uses. 
The matrix was being accomplished and agreed for submission 
during the SDG Seminar 1 spearheaded by the Philippine 
Statistical and Research Institute (PSRTI) conducted on 19 July 
2018 in Cebu City.

 All 129 C/MLGUs in the provinces of Region VII were 
well-represented during the workshop. The resource speakers 
were Ms. Maria Melisa Guantero, Carlo Gabriel Simbajon and 
Cornelio B. Guantero, Jr of NEDA VII; Engr. Leopoldo Alfanta Jr 
and Engr. Felixberto Sato Jr of PSA VII; and LGOO V Jerson Obo 
of DILG VII. It is planned that after the national election this May 
2019, another workshop will be conducted at the city/municipal 
level where the RMs and the SDG tagging will now be aligned 
with the provincial RMs down to the barangay level.

 The two-day provincial workshop in each province was 
conducted in different venues and schedules as follows:

Province Venue Schedule
Siquijor Siquijor 6-7 February 2019
Negros Oriental Dumaguete City 12-13 February 2019
Bohol Tagbilaran City 26-27 February 2019
Cebu Cebu City 27-28 February 2019

 CSS Alfanta discussed about the efforts on the Localization 
of the SDG indicators for monitoring, highlighting the indicators 

with provincial disaggregation as well as the Co-Re IS. Likewise, 
SrSS Sato discussed intensively the sixty-four SDG indicators 
with provincial disaggregation and the guidelines in mapping 
SDG indicators to the RDP RMs of Region 7. He emphasized 
that in identifying indicators it should have a readily available 
provincial data and if possible, data source of the indicators will 
be coming from the official data source. (F. Sato, Jr.)

Central Visayas gears on the localization of the PDP 2017-2022 
result matrices and SDGs tagging through series of workshops 

Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., Senior Statistical Specialist of PSA RSSO VII, explains 
the strategies in coming up with the granular data for the monitoring of Tier 1 
SDG indicators

The participants during the Provincial Workshop on the Localization of the 
Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-2022 Results Matrices and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) Tagging last 12-13 February 2019 at Bethel Guest 
House, Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental.

Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., SOCD Chief of PSA RSSO VII dicusses and presents 
the different initiatives for the localization of SDG at the local level.
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) conducted the 
enumeration of 2018 Family Income and Expenditure Survey 
(FIES) 2nd Visit together with the quarterly Labor Force Survey 
(LFS) nationwide on 9 to 31 January 2019 . 

 Prior to the enumeration, the PSA Regional Statistical 
Services Office 7 (PSA – RSSO 7) conducted a six-day second 
level Training of the January 2019 Labor Force Survey (LFS) with 
Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) – Visit 2 as rider 
survey at Golden Peak Hotel and Suites, Gorordo Ave., Cebu 
City last 16 – 21 December 2018. The training was participated 
by representatives of the four provinces in the region. It was 
conducted by Supervising Statistical Specialist Felida O. Generoso 
of Negros Oriental and Senior Statistical Specialist Myrna Trinidad 
T. Cataluña of the Regional Office.

 The provinces of Bohol, Cebu, Negros Oriental and 
Siquijor held their respective third level trainings on the first 8 
days of January 2019. The third level trainings were participated 
by all hired Statistical Researchers (SRs) and other PSA personnel  
of the provinces who also assisted in the conduct of the January 
2019 LFS with FIES - Visit 2

 The LFS is a nationwide quarterly survey of households 
conducted by the PSA to gather data on the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of the population. It aimed to 
provide a quantitative framework for the preparation of plans and 
formulation of policies affecting the labor market. Specifically, 
the survey was designed to provide statistics on levels and trends 
of employment, unemployment and underemployment for the 
country, as a whole, and for each of the administrative regions. 
The survey involved the collection of data and socio-economic 
characteristics of the population in general. The reporting unit 
is the household which implied that the statistics emanating 
from this survey referred to the characteristics of the population 
residing in private households. Persons who reside in institutions 
are not within the scope of the survey. 

 Starting January 2017 round, Computer Aided Personal 
Interview (CAPI) using Tablet was utilized in the LFS enumeration. 
Together with this round a set of questions regarding functional 
difficulty in seeing, even if wearing eyeglasses; hearing, even if 
using hearing aid; walking or climbing steps; remembering or 
concentrating; self-care such as washing all over (bathing) or 

dressing; and in communicating (understanding, understood 
by others are added to be asked by the interviewers to all 
sample households nationwide. It aims to produce data on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

 FIES is a nationwide survey of households undertaken 
every three years. It is the main source of data on family 
income and expenditure, which include among others, levels 
of consumption by item of expenditure as well as sources 
of income in cash and in kind. The results of FIES provided 
information on the levels of living and disparities in income of 
Filipino families, as well as their spending patterns. Starting 2012 
FIES, the survey adopted the 2009 Philippine Classification of 
Individual Consumption According to Purpose (PCOICOP). The 
2009 PCOICOP was the first standard classification of individual 
consumption expenditure in the country.

 The PSA asked the support and cooperation from the 
sample households to accommodate the Field Interviewers 
or Statistical Researchers who will visit their home to conduct 
interview. The NGAs and LGUs especially the Barangay officials 
are encouraged to extend assistance and support for the success 
of this very important undertaking.

 The PSA, as the primary statistical arm of the government, 
is mandated by Republic Act 10625 to conduct such important 
survey and assure the public that all information gathered will 
be kept strictly confidential and will not be used for purposes 
of taxation, investigation or regulation as provided for under 
Section 26 of R.A. 10625. The information collected will be used 
for statistical purposes as basis for government planners and 
decision-makers. (P. Enfestan)

The participants and trainers of the January 2019 LFS and FIES Visit 2 during the Second Level Training

PSA 7 undertakes January 2019 LFS and FIES second visit
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Atty. Johnson G. Cañete of DOLE-7 (second from the left) presides the meeting

 The Regional Development Council (RDC) of Region 7, 
is the highest policy-making body in the region and serves as 
the counterpart of the National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA) Board at the subnational level. It is also the 
primary institution that coordinates and sets the direction of all 
economic and social development efforts in the region. It serves 
as a forum where local efforts can be related and integrated with 
national development initiatives. In order for the RDC to fully 
implement its objectives, it is organized into major committees 
namely: Executive Committee (ExeCom), the four Sectoral 
Committees (Social Development, Economic Development, 
Infrastructure Development, and Development Administration), 
and an Advisory Committee. Each of the committee has its own 
functions as to its description and coverage.

 The Social Development Committee covers health, 
nutrition, sanitation and family planning; education and human 
resource development; population, social welfare; and housing 
and resettlement. With the huge coverage of the committee it 
created several sub-committees and technical working groups 
that will assist them in the planning, implementation and 
evaluation of the different programs that benefits the region 
and the nation as a whole.

 One of the sub-committees created by the Social 
Development Committee is the Sub-Committee on Migration 
and Development (SCMD) chaired by the Regional Director 
of the Department of Labor and Employment – 7 (DOLE-7) 
Atty. Johnson G. Cañete together with RD Efren B. Carreon of 
NEDA 7 as its vice-chair with the following regional offices of 
the different National Government Agencies (NGAs) and Local 
Government Units (LGUs) as its members:  Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD); Department of Interior and 
Local Government  (DILG); Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA); 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA); Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA); National Reintegration 
Center for OFWs (NRCO); Commission on Filipinos Overseas 

(CFO); the different Provincial and City Planning Development 
Offices of Bohol, Cebu, Negros Oriental, Siquijor, Cebu City, 
Mandaue City, and Lapu-lapu City.

 The Sub-Committee had its organizational meeting 
last 29 January 2019 held at the NEDA 7 Conference Hall from 
1:30 PM to 4:00 PM. PSA 7 attended and presented during the 
meeting of the sub-committee on the result of the 2010 CPH on 
Migration, October 2017 Survey on Overseas Filipinos, and the 
objectives of the National Migration Survey. PSA 7 representatives 
also emphasized PSA Board Resolution No. 8 Series of 2017, 
Approving and Adopting the Official Concepts and Definitions 
on Internal and International Migration for Statistical Purposes, 
wherein it lays down the standard concepts and definitions for 
statistical purposes that would allow comparability of statistics 
across national and international boundaries. The formulation of 
these concepts and definitions for statistical purposes are based 
on the following criteria: (1) the proposed term or concept is 
basically statistical in nature or referring to a statistical indicator; 
(2) it is used operationally in major censuses, surveys and/or 
administrative records; (3) it comes out in the Philippine Statistical 
System (PSS) publications; (4) it is based on the United Nations 
(UN) and/or international standard concepts and definitions, but 
adapted to suit domestic/local conditions and requirements; and 
(5) it is taken from legal sources such as existing Philippine laws 
and statutes. That the said PSA Resolution was a product after a 
series of meetings of the Interagency Committee on Migration 
Statistics (IACMS) who recommended to the PSA Board for 
its approval. The resolution also states that the concepts and 
definitions on migration should be adopted by the PSS, and in 
particular by the PSA, NEDA, DFA, CFO, Bureau of Immigration, 
POEA, and other concerned government agencies as well as the 
academe.

 Statistical Specialist II Joseph Jim D. Abadingo and 
Statistical Analyst Juliet D. Lumbo-an were the representatives 
of PSA 7. (J.J. Abadingo)

PSA 7 joins Sub-committee Meeting on Migration and 
Development
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Registration Officers, PSO-CSSs and Division 
Chiefs undergo training on CRVS 101

  
   PSA RSO VII conducted the Training on Basic Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics Concepts and Procedures on 
12-14 February 2019 at Southview Hotel, Dumaguete City, 
Negros Oriental. The activity was joined by the Regional 
Director, Division Chiefs and Registration Officer IV of the 
regional office, and Chief Statistical Specialists and Registration 
Officers II of the provinces.  

 
   “CRVS 101 Training” is geared towards continual 
adherence to the legal provisions as per RA 10625, “to carry 
out, enforce and administer civil registration functions in the 
country as provided in Act 3753, the Law on Civil Registration 
Status.”  Specifically, it aims to reorient/refresh the participants 
about the civil registration laws, rules, some protocols and 
mandatory processes, and to disseminate the new issuances 
related to civil registration. 

 
 Issues/concerns concerning civil registration were identified and/or resolved during the activity. Nevertheless, 
the course employed interactive lectures, examinations, fun-learning activities, and situational analyses to divert from the 
conventional type of training. (B.J. Bacurnay)

RD Ariel Florendo gives his message during the training

The participants pose during the training’s photo op 

The participants during their group discussions CAO Edwina Carriaga discusses the rationale of the training



Volume No. 3   Issue No. 1 January - March 2019 CV Stat

8

 
 
 

 To culminate the month-long celebration of the 29th 
Civil Registration Month (CRM), the Civil Registration and 
Administrative Support Division of PSA RSSO VII conducted a 
quiz bowl to its Employees last 28 February 2019. The quiz bowl 
started at 2:30 PM until 4:30 PM at the PSA RSSO VII Multi-
Purpose Hall. 

 The quiz bowl was facilitated by the quiz masters: SS 
II Joseph Jim Abadingo and AA II Ann Emilyn S. Eballe. The 
participants were divided into three groups competing for three 
rounds: the easy, the moderate and the difficult round and all 
participants enjoyed the activity. After the quiz bowl, prizes 
were awarded to the winners. The quiz bowl aimed to check or 
test employees on their knowledge on the importance, basic 
concepts, and applicable laws and regulations related to civil 
registration. (R. Hermoso)

STAT-TEASE-TRICKS

Personnel of PSA RSSO VII pose during the 29th CRM Culmination Ceremony
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A public opinion survey explored the relationship between age and support for 
increasing the minimum wage. The results are summarized in the two-way table below. 

In the 21 to 40 age group, what percentage supports increasing the minimum wage?

29th CRM celebration culminates with a Quiz Bowl

A team raises their trophy during the awarding ceremony


