
TITLE

2018 Poverty Incidence among Families in 
Central Visayas decrease at 11.5 percent

RSSO 7 celebrates 30th Civil Registration 
Month with various activities

PSA 7 conducts the 2nd Level Training on 
the Preparation and Printing of Barangay/
EA/Block Maps for the 2020 CPH

PSA RSSO VII conducts 2nd Level Training 
on the 2019 FLEMMS Machine Processing

QSPBI/SICT Respondent’s Forum in Central 
Visayas CRS Outlet Customer Satisfaction 
rating increases in three areas for the 4th 
Quarter of 2019

Central Visayas Regional/ Provincial L&P 
Focal Persons immerse for 2nd Level 
Training

Central Visayas Regional Statistics 
Committee meets for the 1st Quarter 
2020 Regular Meeting

PSA Central Visayas Tapped as One of the 
Member-Agencies of the Inter-Agency 
Committee on the Middle East Crisis of 
Region 7

PSA 7 attends RDRRMC First Quarter 
Council Meeting

STAT-TEASE-TRICKS  

CV Stat
A Quarterly Newsletter of PSA Regional Statistical Services Office VII January - March 2020

Volume No. 4 Issue No. 1

CV Stat
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Dissemination Forum on the 2018 Official Poverty Statistics on 28 January 2020 at Mezzo Hotel, Cebu City.
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RSSO 7 celebrates 30th Civil Registration Month 
with various activities
  PSA RSSO 7 celebrated the 

30th Civil Registration Month 
in February. This is pursuant to 
Presidential Proclamation No. 
682 signed by then President 
Corazon Aquino on 28 January 
1991 declaring February of each 
year as Civil Registration Month 
(CRM). This year’s celebration 
adheres to the theme “Shaping 
Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) by Embracing 
New Trends in the 4th Industrial 
Revolution”. The celebration 

focuses on reaffirming the country’s commitment to achieve universal civil registration and 
improved vital statistics. Further, it supports to the Asia- Pacific Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) Decade, 2015-2024 that every birth must be registered by 2024 through a 
well-functioning CRVS system. With this, PSA RSSO 7 conducted various relevant activities 
during the CRM celebration that would aid in achieving the goals of the CRVS Decade.

RSSO VII staff join the 2020 Civil Registration Month motorcade 
organized by Cebu City Civil Registrar’s Office
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) for the first time conducted a regional 
dissemination forum on the 2018 Full Poverty Statistics across the country. The PSA 
Central Visayas held its forum on 28 January 2020 at Mezzo Hotel, Cebu City where 
government agencies, the academic community, the private sector, media and other 
stakeholders were invited.

 Assistant National Statistician Wilma Guillen of PSA Central Office presented the 
Methodology in generating the poverty statistics for the participants to understand and 
appreciate more the result. The data inputs for poverty estimation are: (1) Provincial 
food bundles developed by the Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI); (2) 
Price data for agricultural and non-agricultural commodities collected by PSA; and (3) 
Income data of Filipino families of 5 members and per capita from the Family Income 
and Expenditure Survey (FIES), also collected by PSA.

 The result was presented by the Regional Director of PSA 7 Engr. Ariel E. 
Florendo. According to the result, a family of five in Central Visayas needed at least 
PhP10,705, on average, to meet both basic food and non-food needs in a month in 

2018 Poverty Incidence among Families in 
Central Visayas decrease at 11.5 percent
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority – Regional Statistical 
Services Office 7 conducted the 2nd Level Training on the 
Preparation and Printing of Barangay/EA/Block Maps for 
the 2020 Census of Population and Housing (2020 CPH). The 
said maps will be used by all field personnel involved in the 
enumeration of the census. These maps will also be used to 
reflect updates on basic ground features like roads and streets, 
and to record existence of new building structures on the ground 
and the corresponding building serial numbers. This particular 
activity is the last phase prior to the census undertaking for 
the Geotagging of Building Structures which started in the 
year 2017. Its objective is to come up with reliable and accurate 
printout maps of enumeration areas (EAs), barangays, and 
cities/municipalities in the country.

 The preparation of maps for use in the census operation 
is divided into four distinct parts namely: 1. Creation of Geopackage Raster File; 2. Creation of Block Maps; 3. Preparation 
and Printing of Block Maps; 4. Review of the Printed EA Maps. The training was conducted last 6 – 8 January 2020 and due 
to the availability of desktop computers it was held at PSA Cebu Provincial Office located along P. Burgos St., Cebu City. The 
participants of the training were the Provincial Focal Persons (PFPs), Assistant Provincial Focal Persons (APFPs) of the three 
provinces of Bohol, Cebu and Negros Oriental together with their respective Map Data Processors (MDPs) and Map Data 
Reviewers (MDRs) and the trainers were the Regional Focal Person (RFP) and the Regional Mapping Clerk (RMC). Only the 
three provinces of the Region were part of the training since the Province of Siquijor had their turn last 28 – 30 October 
2019 held at PSA Siquijor Provincial Office. During the said training CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. inspired the group with his 
experience before as a hired cartographer of the former NSO (National Statistics Office) while CSS Firmo C. Diputado of 
Cebu Provincial Office delighted the group with his message and told the service contractors to produce a quality output 
for a quality census enumeration. (J.J. Abadingo)

Statistical Operations
PSA 7 conducts the 2nd Level Training on the Preparation and 
Printing of Barangay/EA/Block Maps for the 2020 CPH

CSS Leopoldo Alfanta, Jr. gives his message to the participants

PSA RSSO VII conducts 2nd Level Training on the 2019 FLEMMS 
Machine Processing

 The 2019 Functional Literacy, Education and Mass Media 
Survey (FLEMMS) presents a comprehensive statistics on the 
latest status of literacy, education, and mass media exposure of 
Filipinos nationwide. Though conducted every five years, it is 
the only survey in the country that focuses more on education, 
literacy and mass media exposure. It brings together a wide 
range of information that serves as a guide for government policy 
makers, program planners, and decision makers in providing 
a much broader scope of action and more focused program 
intervention on the target beneficiaries of development plans. It 
also serves as a vital tool to the private businesses and industries 
as well as to the academic researches and development projects. 
Thus, PSA needs to ensure a quality and timely output for the 
2019 FLEMMS for it  will greatly affect a number of stakeholders 
in the country. As part of its commitment to produce quality 
statistics, PSA places measures to check the reliability and 
reasonableness of responses made by the respondents during 

the field enumeration and still committed to deliver timely statistics. As part of its processing phase, PSA RSSO 7 conducted 
the briefing on the 2019 FLEMMS Machine Processing which aims to produce timely and reliable results of the survey. The 
briefing was conducted last 9 January 2020 at PSA RSSO 7 Electronic Data Processing (EDP) Room with nine (9) hired machine 
processors. The briefing was handled by the section head of household surveys SrSS Myrna Trinidad T. Cataluña. During the 
activity CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. gave his message to the participants together with the instruction which is to ensure a 
reliable output for Region 7. (J.J. Abadingo)

CSS Leopoldo Alfanta, Jr. gives his message to the participants
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 The Quarterly Survey on Philippine Business and Industry (QSPBI) is one of the designated statistical activities of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). It provides quarterly data on employment, compensation, revenue/sales and inventory for 
national accounts estimation. Relatedly, it aims to capture, collect and generate data for all the sectors of the economy except in 
agriculture sector.

 The survey is one of the main sources of data in the compilation of the Quarterly National Accounts (QNA) and in the 
construction of the Quarterly Economic Indicators (QEI) of the PSA.

 On the other hand, the Survey on Information and Communication Technology (SICT) is a biennial survey which aims to 
collect and generate information on the availability, distribution and access/utilization of Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) among establishments in the country. It generates core ICT indicators important for measuring the progress in information 
and communication technology.

 Central Visayas conducted the QSPBI/SICT forum on 27 February 2020 at One Central Hotel, Cebu City. It aims to improve 
the understanding of the sample establishments on the importance of QSPBI data as inputs in the compilation of the National 
Accounts of the Philippines. This undertaking serves as venue for the discussion of issues and concerns as well as innovations in 
accomplishing the questionnaire.

 Ms. Carole A. Blanco, Chief Statistical Specialist of the Services Statistics Division (SSD) in her message gave inputs in the 
importance of QSPBI. The SSD is the division in charge on all operations relating to QSPBI.

 CSS Blanco emphasized that strengthening partnership and linkages among sample establishments and understanding the 
usefulness and relevance of statistics in the economy can improve the economic statistics that paved way for the creation of plans 
and policy for equitable development towards improved quality of life for all.

 Additional relevant information on forging partnership with private data partners were given by Mr. Dean Joseph Villanueva, 
Statistical Specialist II of Production Accounts Division of PSA Central Office. He presented the recent highlights of the economy 
and a glimpse of how the economy is measured from data collection to economic accounts.

 During the forum, the online submission of the questionnaire was highly encouraged to provide real time data and reduce 
cost on the part of the government. Representatives from the sample establishments gave their appreciation and comments on 
the online submission. Issues and suggestions in accomplishing the online submission where also noted by the Central Office as 
their basis in enhancing the system. As innovation of the PSA, an excel file format of the questionnaire will be sent through email 
to sample establishments as their alternative mode in accomplishing the questionnaire.

 As an appreciation, a certificate and tokens were given to the sample establishments per province as acknowledgement 
to their invaluable support and cooperation in consistently submitting early of the survey questionnaires. (C. Pohanes)

Statistical Operations
QSPBI/SICT Respondent’s Forum in Central Visayas

The representatives of sample establishments from different provinces with the PSA Central Office and Central Visayas personnel
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2018. The poverty incidence among Filipino families in Central Visayas in 2018 was estimated at 13.2 percent and noted a 
decrease of 11.5 percent compared to 2015 estimates. This means that there are 132 for every 1000 families with income 
below the amount needed to meet their food and non-food needs. Moreover, the poverty incidence among population in 
Central Visayas in 2018 was estimated at 17.5 percent and noted a decrease of 11.6 percent from the poverty incidence in 
2015.

 Regional Director of NEDA 7 Efren B. Carreon emphasized that the poverty situation in Central Visayas for 2018 
is better off than that of Region V, Region VIII, and among regions in Mindanao but behind in Region VI. In the Regional 
Development Plan (RDP) 2017-2022, the target poverty incidence among families was 21.6 percent and the target poverty 
incidence among population was 25.3 percent which implies that the region performed better than expected, attaining the 
target five (5) years ahead of schedule. Also, the government has less than 10 years to implement programs geared towards 
the attainment and to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals of “No Poor” (SDG 1) and “Zero Hunger” (SDG 2) by 2030.

 He also added that with this drastic reduction of the poverty incidence, the government shall not be complacent 
and shall continue to efficiently implement programs and projects and that all efforts will contribute to poverty reduction as 
outlines in the AmBisyon Natin 2040 leading to all to a “matatag, maginhawa, at panatag na buhay”.

 Moreover, ANS Guillen added that there will be a plan to review the poverty estimation methodology starting this 
year 2020 and it takes 2-3 years for the development of the estimation.

 As per Republic Act 8425 of 1997, the poor are individuals and families whose income fall below the poverty threshold 
as defined by the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) and/or cannot afford in a sustained manner to 
provide their minimum basic needs of food, health, education, housing and other essential amenities of life. Executive Order 
No. 352 mandated the PSA to release the Official Poverty Statistics every three years. (C. Pohanes)

Statistical Operations
2018 Poverty Incidence...

RD Ariel Florendo presents the results of the 2018 Official Poverty 
Statistics of Central Visayas

ANS Wilma Guillen, RD Ariel Florendo and RD Efren Carreon answer 
the questions of media after the forum

The participants of the Regional Dissemination Forum on 2018 Official Poverty Statistics of Central Visayas
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Statistical Operations

 The Regional Statistical Services Office (RSSO) Focal Person and Provincial Focal Persons together with the Livestock 
and Poultry Statistics Division (LPSD) immersed for the 2nd Level Training for Operational Training on Livestock and Poultry 
(L&P) Surveys on 10-12 March 2020 at One Central Hotel, Cebu City.

 Among the participants were the L&P Provincial Focal/Assistant Focal Persons and selected Regional staff. Two (2) 
representatives from LPSD also served as trainers, aside from the regional representatives during the task force training.

 The purpose of this undertaking is to capacitate L&P Focal/Assistant Focal Persons with regards to the concepts and 
definitions, survey operations, processing systems and other arising matters relative to the conduct of the L&P surveys. 

 The first day of training tackled on the Backyard Livestock & Poultry Survey (BLPS). It was being emphasized that 
the unit of enumeration for BLPS is now “household”. This is to align with the concept that is being adopted from other 
household-based surveys of the office. Instructions on when to replace for eligible households who at the time of visit are 
not available or non-responding during the field enumeration was discussed and clarified. The enhanced BLPS processing 
system was also introduced.        

 Participants were able to practice, explore and evaluate the system for future improvements. BLPS is conducted 
every quarter and every first day of the month after the reference quarter. Discussion on Commercial Livestock and Poultry 
(CLPS) was then followed. Issues on when and how to update the Frame Maintenance Framework 1 and 2 (FMF 1 and 2) 
was raised and given emphasis. Location of L&P farms and availability of the personnel were being addressed and notified. 
CLPS is being conducted every quarter and every last ten (10) days of the last month of the reference quarter.

 Compilation of Data from Slaughterhouses and Poultry Dressing Plants (CDSPDP), an administrative data, was 
discussed during the last day of the training. Data from slaughterhouses and poultry dressing plants are collected through 
the administrative reports of Meat Inspectors which are submitted to the National Meat Inspection Service-Regional Technical 
Operation Centers (NMIS-RTOCs) and Provincial Veterinary Offices (PVOs). CDSPDP is collected monthly and every first to 
ten days after the reference month.

 The purpose of BLPS and CLPS is to generate estimates on livestock and poultry   inventory, production in liveweight 
equivalent, number of animals slaughtered/dressed and other production related data. The data generated from the surveys 
are inputs to the Performance of Agriculture Report (PAR) and accordingly to the preparation of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP). Moreover, the survey supports the data needs of planners, policy and decision makers, and other stakeholders in 
the agriculture sector particularly the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) and its attached agencies such as the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI), Philippine Carabao Center (PCC), the National 
Dairy Authority (NDA), the National Meat Inspection Service (NMIS), the Philippine Council for Agriculture and Fisheries 
(PCAF), and the general public. (C. Niala)

Central Visayas Regional/ Provincial L&P Focal Persons immerse for 
2nd Level Training

The participants of the 2nd Level Training for Operational Training on Livestock and Poultry (L&P) Surveys
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Civil Registration
1. DISPLAY OF STREAMERS 

To disseminate the celebration with the end-view of informing the public and increasing their awareness on the importance of civil registration, 
PSA RSSO 7 displayed the official streamer for the 30th Civil Registration Month bearing the theme “Shaping Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(CRVS) by Embracing New Trends in the 4th Industrial Revolution” in the CRS Outlet. The streamer was hanged for the whole month of February.

2. CONDUCT OF LECTURE SERIES ON THE DECENTRALIZED COPY OF ANNOTATION PROCESS (DeCAP)

PSA RSSO 7 conducted a five-day lecture series on the Decentralized Copy 
Annotation Process (DeCAP) held on 13, 17, 18, 19 & 20 of February 2020 from 
3: 00 pm until 5:00 pm. The lecture series was conducted in preparation for the 
implementation of the Decentralized Copy Annotation Process in the region. DeCAP 
processes, guidelines and basic Civil Registration Concepts and procedures were 
discussed during the lecture series. 

3. COASTAL CLEAN-UP AT BARANGAY DUMLOG, TALISAY CITY

A coastal clean-up was conducted in the coastal area of Barangay Dumlog, 
Talisay City, Cebu on 22 February 2020 from 7:00 AM until 10:00 AM. The activity 
was attended by selected PSA employees and some of the On the-Job-Training 
Students. This environmental activity aims to clean and pick-up trashes near in the 
selected coastal area to promote environmental awareness and consciousness of 
the public to refrain from throwing garbage anywhere including in our shorelines.

4. OTHER RELEVANT ACTIVITIES

a. 2020 Civil Registration Month Motorcade 

PSA RSSO 7 joined the motorcade organized by the Cebu City Local Civil Registry 
Office as part of the activity for the 2020 Civil Registration Month on 01 February 
2020.  The activity which started in front of the Legislative Building, Cebu City 
Hall, Cebu City and went along the  main streets of the city and  back to city hall 
was aimed to raise the awareness of the public on the celebration of the Civil 
Registration Month.  It was participated by the different departments of the city 
government and  neighboring City Civil Registry Offices of  Talisay, Mandaue and 
Lapu-Lapu cities. An opening program was held after the motorcade at the Social 
Hall, 4th Floor, Cebu City Hall to kick-off the month-long celebration.

b. PSA RSSO 7 judges On the Spot Poster Making and Essay Writing Contest 

PSA RSSO 7 was invited as member of the board of judges to the On the Spot Poster Making and Essay Writing Contest on 21 February 2020 at 
the Cebu City Civil Registrar’s Office, Cebu City. CRS Outlet Supervisor E. Patriarca graced the invitation as part of the panel of adjudicators for 
the contest.

c. Civil Registration Month Trivia Quest at CRS Outlet

PSA RSSO 7 conducted a trivia at the CRS Outlet in line with the celebration of the Civil Registration Month on 18 February 2020. The objective of 
the trivia quest was to disseminate the importance, basic concepts, and applicable laws and regulations related to civil registration to the clients. 
There were ten trivia questions about Civil Registration asked to the clients and as a reward the clients who were able to answer the questions 
were prioritized in the payment processing.

d. RSSO as Witness to Three Mass Weddings 

In celebration of CRM, several Local Civil Registry Offices conducted mass 
weddings in the municipality. To this, PSA RSSO 7 has been invited to witness 
these mass weddings that included the Municipality of Santander, the Cities of 
Cebu and Carcar. The mass wedding in Santander was organized by the municipal 
government headed by Municipal Mayor Hon. Marites Buscato where 18 couples 
received the Sacrament of Matrimony. Another mass wedding was held in Cebu 
City organized by the Home Mutual Development Fund (HDMF)-Pag-ibig. Around 
100 couples were officially married officiated by Cebu City Mayor Hon. Edgardo 
Labella. Both mass weddings were held on 14 February 2020. On the other hand, 
mass wedding of Carcar City organized by the City Civil Registrar celebrated the 
marriage of 51 couples solemnized by Most Rev. Jose S. Palma held in Archbishop 
Teofilo Camomot Shrine in Carcar City, Cebu. (R. Hermoso)

RSSO 7 celebrates 30th...

Picture with the Couples and organizers during the Mass Wedding 
together with RO IV Hera B. Juarez in Santander, Cebu on 14 February 
2020

RSSO 7 staff together with the OJTs who actively participated during 
the Coastal Clean Up in Barangay Dumlog, Talisay City, Cebu on 22 
February 2020

RO IV Hera B. Juarez as lecturer during the Lecture Series on DeCAP 
with the participants.
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Statistical Planning and Coordination

PSA Central Visayas Tapped as One of the Member-Agencies of the 
Inter-Agency Committee on the Middle East Crisis of Region 7

 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) created under 
Republic Act No. 10625 is the primary government agency that 
will serve as the central statistical authority in the Philippines and 
to carry out, enforce, and administer civil registration functions in 
the country as provided in Act No. 3753, otherwise known as the 
Civil Registry Law for the Government of the Philippines (GOP). 
With these mandates the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
in Region 7, tapped the PSA Regional Statistical Services Office 7 
to be part of its Regional Inter-Agency Committee on the Middle 
East Crisis and conducted its first meeting last 29 January 2020.

 The Inter-Agency Committee reactivated the National Task 
Force Gitnang Silangan which aims to provide vast assistance 
to displaced and distressed Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
abroad particularly those working in the Middle Eastern countries. 
Around 177,007 OFWs working in the area are from the Central 
Visayas Region of which majority of them are from Metro Cebu. Several government agencies laid out their commitments in 
any form to assist the said OFWs if an Alert 3 or 4 will be raised by the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).

 As stated with its mandate the PSA in collaboration with other government agencies will assist the displaced and 
distressed OFWs in facilitating their requests of Security Paper (SecPa) for any purpose that will serve them. (J.J. Abadingo)

OIC Mae Codilla of OWWA 7 briefs the attendees on the Regional Inter-Agency 
Committee on the Middle East Crisis of Region 7

 The Central Visayas-Regional Statistics Committee (CV-RSC) convened for the first quarter meeting last 14 February 
2020 at National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 7 Conference Room, Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City. The meeting was 
headed by the committee chairperson, Regional Director Efren B. Carreon of NEDA 7. It was attended by 32 RSC members from 
Regional Line Agencies, Provincial and Highly Urbanized City Planning Development Offices, State Universities and Colleges, 
and the Private Sector.

 Statistics on 2019 Selected Prices, 2017-2019 Exports and Imports, and 2018-2019 Employment by Occupational 
Group were presented to the committee. Also, updates were made by the Technical Working Groups on Continuing Education, 
Economic Sector Statistics, Social Sector Statistics and Environment and Multi-Domain Sector Statistics.

 Discussed also during the meeting were the 4th RSC summit declaration (action plan), 2019 RSC member attendance 
and the venue for the next quarterly meetings. (J. Villacensio)

Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee meets for the 1st 
Quarter 2020 Regular Meeting

Representatives from different regional line agencies, provincial and highly urbanized city planning and development offices, state 
universities and colleges, and the private sector.

Partnership and Linkages
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 The Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (RDRRMC) of Central Visayas conducted its First Quarter 
Council Meeting on 26 March 2020, 9:00AM -12:00NN. As member 
of the RDRRMC, PSA RSSO VII, represented by Peter E. Enfestan, 
attended the meeting through a video conferencing. The council 
decided to have a meeting through video conferencing to abide the 
social distancing measures and to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 The agenda of the meeting include the reading and approval 
of the minutes of the previous meeting, presentation and approval 
of the regional plans (Regional DRRM Plan, Contingency Plan for 
Earthquake, and Contingency Plan for Hydrometeorological Hazard), 
presentation of the approved Joint Response Plan of IATF-MEID7 
and RDRRMC 7 on the Management of Emerging Infectious Disease 
and the update on COVID-19 by IATF-MEID7. (P. Enfestan)

STAT-TEASE-TRICKS

Video Conferencing for the First Quarter Regional DRRM Council 
Meeting
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Marie is getting married tomorrow, at an outdoor ceremony in the desert. 
In recent years, it has rained only 5 days each year.

Unfortunately, the weatherman has predicted rain for tomorrow. When 
it actually rains, the weatherman correctly forecasts rain 90 of the time. 
When it doesn’t rain, he incorrectly forecasts rain 10 of the time.

What is the probability that it will rain on the day of Marie’s wedding?

PSA 7 attends RDRRMC First Quarter Council Meeting

Partnership and Linkages

For more information, please contact:

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY
REGIONAL STATISTICAL SERVICES OFFICE VII
Gaisano Capital South Building, Colon St., Cebu City

(032) 256-0592
(032) 412-6794 
(032) 254-0470

psa07.rsso@gmail.com

http://rsso07.psa.gov.ph


