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PSA 7 Regional Director Ariel Florendo reports the Economic Performance of Central Visayas in 2020
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 7 attended the simultaneous 
virtual workshop/training on data to accounts for Regional Statistical Services 
Office (RSSO) and Provincial Statistical Office (PSO) staff in three pilot regions 
of Provincial Product Accounts (PPA) on 26 to 28 May 2021 at Golden Prince 
Hotel, Cebu City. Participants in the said workshop were seven personnel from 

PSA 7 participates the Virtual Workshop on Data 
to Accounts of PPA

RSSO 7 and Cebu Province participants actively listen as Usec. Mapa delivers his message

turn to page 6

 Philippine Statistics Authority Region 7 (PSA 7) Regional Director Ariel 
Florendo said that the economic performance of Central Visayas declined by 9.9 
percent in 2020. This was reported on the release of the 2020 Gross Regional 
Domestic Product (GRDP) and Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure (GRDE) 
of Central Visayas at a news conference held by PSA 7 on 29 April 2021.

 Among the major industries, Services accounted 68.0 percent of the 
region’s total GRDP in 2020, followed by Industry with 24.6 percent and 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (AFF) with 7.4 percent

 Central Visayas’ 2020 economic performance was valued at PhP1.129 
trillion. This value was lesser compared to the 2019 economic performance 
which stood at PhP1.254 trillion.

 This decline was greatly contributed by the economic performance of 
both Industry and Services with negative 5.0 percentage points and negative 
5.2 percentage points respectively. AFF, on the other hand, posted a positive 
0.3 percentage points of the total GRDP of the Region.

Central Visayas Economic Performance declines 
by 9.9 percent in 2020

turn to page 5



Volume No. 5   Issue No. 2 April - June 2021 CV Stat

2

 The Philippine Statistics Authority Regional Statistical 
Services Office VII (PSA RSSO VII) conducted the second level 
training on the 2021 Processing of Post-Census Maps. This was 
held on a blended format (online and face-to-face) on 26 to 30 
April 2021. 

 For the 2021 Processing of Post-Census Maps, the Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA) aimed to integrate collected statistical 
data from the conduct of 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
(2020 CPH) into geospatial information as the organization works 
toward its goal of technological advancement. This undertaking 
primarily involved the digitization and processing of the following 
components including: geographical information, census updates, 
and adjusted administrative/operational boundaries gathered 
during the enumeration phase of 2020 CPH. The activity likewise 
included the conduct of field validation activities and evaluation of 
the digitized maps. Furthermore, the conclusive goal of this activity 
is to update the current geospatial information and census data 
of the PSA for future mapping operations and census activities. 

 The implementation of this undertaking was simplified 
into four major processes: 1) Digitization of geo-tagged building 
updates and adjusted administrative/operational boundaries, 2) 
Field validation of digitized map updates, 3) Final processing of 
field validated geo-tagged buildings and boundaries, 4) Evaluation 
of updated maps.

 The inputs for the processing of post-census maps activity 
are taken from previous mapping operations and past census 
activities particularly the past validation of Secondary Sampling 
Units (SSUs), 2015 Census of Population (Popcen 2015), 2017-
2019 Geo-tagging of Building Structures, 2019 Integrated Census 
Map Updating, 2020 Block Mapping, 2020 Census of Population 
of Housing (2020 CPH), and 2021 Scanning of Post-Census 
Maps. This undertaking likewise utilized available and feasible 
resources obtained with the aid of Local Government Units (LGUs) 
and national government agencies such as the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), and others. Legal documents that 
serve as bases in the update and verification of political units 
and shapefiles of GIS-based maps were also used as references 
in the updated geo-tagged buildings and barangay boundary 
shapefiles.

 The ultimate goal of the 2021 Processing of Post-Census Maps was to assess and establish updated and field validated 
geographical and census information of geo-tagged buildings; as well as, adjusted administrative/operational boundaries 
between barangays, municipalities, and provinces all over the Philippines. Moreover, PSA’s goal of integrating geospatial 
information with statistical data can be achieved through the continuous updating and development of GIS-based maps. 
The output of this activity also served as input in other future endeavors to be undertaken by other units of the PSA such as 
agricultural and establishment-based surveys, remote sensing activities, environmentrelated activities, and others.

 Joseph Jim Abadingo, April Aglan Mifil Gocela, Ralph Gaviola and Leo Murillo from PSA Central Office served as 
trainers during the 5-day second level training. The training was participated by the Provincial Focal Persons, hired Map Data 
Processors, Verifiers, Reviewers and Map Scan Operator. (P. Enfestan)

Statistical Operations
PSA Central Visayas conducts training on the 2021 Processing of Post-
Census Maps

RD Ariel Florendo gives his message during the second level training on 
the 2021 Processing of Post-Census Maps

Partipants of the training via online

Hands-on activity during the training
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Statistical Operations

 Philippine Statistics Authority revealed that the conduct of 2021 
Family Income and Expenditure Survey First Visit is now using tablets for 
the enumeration. To prepare all involved personnel, levels of trainings were 
conducted

 PSA 7 attended the virtual task force training on the Family Income 
and Expenditure Survey (FIES) Fist Visit on 14 to 19 June 2021. Regional and 
provicial personnel were trained with the concepts and procedures of FIES. 
They were also made to familiarize the tablet and system to be used during 
enumeration. It can be noticed that this year’s FIES, several items were included 
including questions about ICT. Participants of this task force training will serve 
as trainers for the hired field enumerators. 

 The 2021 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) is a rider 
survey to the July 2021 Labor Force Survey (LFS). This round of the LFS 
and FIES will be conducted on 08 to 31 July 2021 amidst the ongoing health 
emergency related to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Labor Force Survey (LFS) is a nationwide quarterly survey of 
households conducted by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) to gather 
data on the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the population. aims to provide a quantitative framework for the 
preparation of plans and formulation of policies affecting the labor market.

 The Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) is a survey on family income andexpenditure of households undertaken 
by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) across the country. It is the main source of data on family income and expenditure 
in the Philippines. The FIES 2021 is the nineteenth survey conducted from the time it started in 1957.

 From 1957 to 1975, the FIES was conducted every five years. In 1985, a new methodology and content of FIES was 
introduced that set the conduct of the survey every three years using a “shuttle type” questionnaire, wherein the sample 
households are interviewed in two separate operations with the same set of questions. However, in 2003, the FIES adopted the 
use of separate questionnaire with the same set of questions for the two visits 
in its surveys.

 In 2012, the FIES started using the 2009 Philippine Classification of 
Individual Consumption According to Purpose (PCOICOP) in classifying the 
expenditure of the family The 2009 PCOICOP is the first standard classification of 
individual consumption expenditure in the country prepared by the then National 
Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), now part of the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), in collaboration with concerned agencies in the Philippine 
Statistical System (PSS). This was patterned after the 1999 Classification of 
Individual Consumption According to Purpose (COICOP) issued by the United 
Nations Statistics Division (UNSD).

 In 2018, FIES began using a sample size of about 180,000 household 
which is deemed sufficient to provide reliable estimates of income and expenditure 
levels for each province and selected highly urbanized cities.

 In 2021, the PSA introduced the use of Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI) application using tablet as a 
method of data collection during field enumeration. Further, the 2020 PCOICOP was also adopted in classifying the expenditure 
items of the family for this survey round. (P. Enfestan)

Survey on Family Income and Expenditures now uses tablets

Sample tablet to be used in the LFS/FIES enumeration 

During the second level training on LFS/FIES
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Statistical Frameworks and Indicators System

PSA 7 prepares for the 2020 RAP News Conference

 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) is set to release the 2020 Regional 
Accounts of the Philippines on 29 April 
2021 (Thursday) at 10:00 AM through a 
simultaneous virtual press conference for all 
the different PSA Regional Statistical Services 
Offices. As part of the preparation, Central 
Visayas together with other sixteen (16) 
Regions participated in the 2020 Regional 
Accounts of the Philippines (RAP): Virtual 
Compilation and Finalization Workshop on 
12 to 16 and 19 to 23 April 2021. Present 
during the said workshop were Chief 
Statistical Specialist (CSS) of Statistical 
Operations and Coordination Division 
(SOCD), Supervising Statistical Specialist, 
two (2) Technical Support Staff, and two (2) 
Provincial Product Accounts (PPA) COSWs.

 Usec. Claire Dennis S. Mapa, National Statistician and Civil Registrar General of PSA, shared in his message 
the importance of regional account statistics especially to the economic planners, policy makers and stakeholders 
in the formulation of regional development plans, setting-up priority programs and activities, establishing and 
reassessing targets in the local regional level. He also added that this will serve as basis in the institutionalization 
of the generation of Provincial Product Accounts (PPA). Usec. Mapa thanked everyone for allotting their time, effort 
and full cooperation especially in the provision of data requirements which is very important, coordination with 
stakeholders for the data and for the continuous support in the annual compilation of the Regional Accounts.

 The objectives of the workshop are the following: 1.) Estimate, deliberate and present the preliminary 
estimates of the 2020 RAP; 2.) Finalize the 2020 Regional Accounts tables and corresponding regional highlights 
and presentations; 3.) Document the discussions and analyses on the preliminary estimates; 4.) Present to the 
National Statistician the estimates of 2020 Regional Accounts; and 5.) Prepare relevant materials in preparation 
for the conduct of the regional news conference.

 The first week was focused on the compilation workshop. Central Visayas was assigned to compile and 
estimate the Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor vehicles and Motorcycles (TRD) for Gross Regional 
Domestic Product (GRDP) and Export of Services (EOS) for Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure (GRDE). Bilateral 
discussions between the Industry Specialist/Expenditure Item Specialist and the Regional Technical Staff were 
done through breakout rooms. Status updating was initiated before and after each breakout session to monitor 
the status on a daily basis and address issues and concerns right away. The second week was spent in finalizing 
the estimates of the industries and presentation of highlights of 2018-2020 RAP by the Regional Directors to the 
National Statistician. Usec. Mapa gave comments and recommendations to help improve the presentation during 
the press conference on 29 April 2021.    

 Amidst Covid-19 pandemic, the compilation and finalization of 2020 RAP was a success. This workshop was 
conducted to capacitate all regional staff and ensure the quality of statistics that will be produced. PSA RSSO VII 
is hopeful for a successful press conference not just in the region but in all regions of the Philippines. (V.C. Sabal)
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Statistical Frameworks and Indicators System

Central Visayas Economic...

 Industries in the Service Sector that had the highest 
decline are: Accommodation and food service activities at 
negative 43.4 percent, other services at negative 38.8 percent, 
and transportation and storage at negative 37.4 percent.

 Industries in the Industry sector that had the highest 
decline are: Construction with negative 36.4 percent, Mining 
and Quarrying at negative 30.6 percent, and Manufacturing 
at negative 12.9 percent.

 Despite the downward trend in the economic 
performance, the AFF and some industries in the Service 
sector showed positive economic performance. AFF posted a 
growth of 4.2 percent together with Financial and Insurance 
Activities at 9.3 percent, Information and Communication at 
2.7 percent, and Public Administration and Defense at 1.1 
percent.

 Even with the decline in the economic performance in 
2020, PSA 7 RD Ariel Florendo said that Central Visayas still 
remains as the 4th largest contributor to the nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), following National Capital Region 
(NCR), CALABARZON, and Central Luzon.

 Similarly, the same trends were also observed on the 
GRDE. All of the major expenditure items posted declines 
except Government Final Consumption Expenditure (GFCE).

 Gross capital formation posted the highest decline 
in the expenditure items, posting a negative 38.3 percent 
decline in 2020, compared with the 16.1 percentage growth 
in 2019. This is then followed by Total imports of goods and 
services from rest of the world and Total exports of goods 
and services to the rest of the world, with negative 21.8 
percent and negative 20.1 percent respectively. Household 
final consumption expenditure (HFCE) posted the lowest 
decline with negative 7.7 percent. On the other hand, 
Government spending or GFCE of Central Visayas increased 
from 8.2 percent growth, which was recorded in 2019, to a 
10.6 percent growth this 2020.

 National Economic and Development Authority Region 7 
(NEDA 7) Regional Director Efren Carreon stated that 2020 has 
been difficult due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He also added 
that for the past 20 years, this year’s economic performance 
has been noted with the highest decline recorded.

 NEDA 7 RD Efren Carreon also added that the decline 
is evident based on the slowed down economic activities 
that was brought about by the imposition of the community 
quarantine in the region on the second quarter of 2020. Even 
with the gradual resumption of business activities following the easing of the restrictions in the second half of 2020, 
customer demand still remained low, which affected the full recovery of most businesses.

 Despite the decline in the economic performance, PSA7 Chief Statistical Specialist Leopoldo Alfanta Jr said 
that he is hopeful that the region will have a positive growth for 2021 because of the more relaxed quarantine status 
and rising employment rate. He also added that the region must grow to at least 11.0 percent to equal the level of 
production in 2019. (M. Abong)

NEDA 7 RD Efren Carreon gives his statement on the implications of the 
2020 Economic Performance of Central Visayas

PSA 7 CSS Leopoldo Alfanta, Jr. answers queries during the news conference

Participants who attended the News Conference virtually
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PSA 7 participates the Virtual Workshop...
RSSO 7 that includes the two COSWs, and the Chief Statistical Specialist (CSS), focal person and hired COSW from 
each of the provinces.

 The objectives of the workshop are the following: 1.) Be able to understand the basic concepts of the System 
of National Accounts (SNA), basis for the compilation of PPA; 2.) Be aware of the data that should be included in 
the Accounts and appreciate the underlying reasons of all other data that were collected; and 3.) Be able to analyze 
and organize the data at hand.

 Discussed during the workshop were the 2018 Census of Philippine Business and Industry (2018 CPBI), 
2018 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (2018 FIES), 2018 to 2020 Agriculture Statistics and data sources for 
benchmark and non-benchmark years that will be used for the compilation of PPA. Furthermore, the discussion did 
not focus only on the processing and organizing of data in one database, but on how it is applied in the estimation 
of PPA. After the discussion, there were hands-on exercises and four (4) break-out sessions were made which was 
facilitated by a focal person from Central Office (CO). The focal person for Central Visayas is Ms. Libertie Masculino.

 The data estimation for the three pilot regions will start on June 2021. With this data to accounts workshop, 
the technical staff of the regional offices and the provincial offices understands better on how different data sets are 
used in the national accounts and how this provides a picture of the economy at the provincial and regional level. 
(V.C. Sabal)

PSA 7 initiates training on basic Civil Registration and 
workshop on the Policy Agenda for IACCRVS members

 A s  p a r t  o f 
the activities for the 
Interagency Committee 
on Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics (IACCRVS) 
regional level, PSA RSSO 
7 conducted the IACCRVS 
Training on Basic Civil 
Registration and Workshop 
on the Policy Agenda. The 
training and workshop were 
conducted for two days on 29-30 June 2021 at Bai Hotel, Mandaue City, 
Cebu. 

 The two-day activity was attended by representatives of the 
members of the member-agencies for IACCRVS regional level. The first day 

of the activity was the Training 
on Basic Civil Registration 
and which introduced and 
provided information to the 
members of the committee 
on the basics of Civil 
Registration. On the second 
day, the Workshop on the 
Policy Agenda was conducted 
which the participants were 
grouped to share their ideas 
on ways to achieved the CRVS 
goals. (R. Hermoso)

RD Ariel E. Florendo gives his inspiring message to 
the members of the committee

Participants attending the IACCRVS Training on 
Basic Civil Registration and Workshop on the 

PSA 7 graces the Mass Wedding Ceremony in 
Tabogon, Cebu

 The Municipality 
of Tabogon in Cebu 
conducted a free Mass 
Wedding Ceremony on 
5 June 2021 at their 
newly inaguarated 
Fully-Airconditioned 
Auditorium. With this, 
PSA 7 was invited to 
attend the said activity. 
In a speech given by SS 
II Joseph Jim Abadingo 
of PSA 7, he emphasized 
the importance of civil 
registration and reminded 
the newly -wed couples 
to register their marriage 
certificates in their local 
civil registry office.  He 
also discussed the Civil 
Registration and Vital 
Statistrics  decade

 There were about 40 couples who took advantage the mass 
wedding. (P. Enfestan)

PSA 7 personnel with the LCR of Tabogon, 
Rodrigo I. Puyot, Jr. 

Civil Registration

SS II Joseph Jim Abadingo gives his inspiring 
message to the newly-wed couples

Couples attended the mass wedding
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Philippine Identification System

 The Philippine Statistics Authority - Regional 
Statistical Services Office VII personnel attended the 
Philippine Identification System Step 2 Registration 
Orientation last 07 May 2021 conducted by the RSSO 
VII PhilSys team at the PSA - RSSO VII Conference 
Room. The activity is set to orient the participants 
of the operational procedures of Step 2 Registration, 
equip them with the ideas and knowledge to answer 
the public queries, capacitate them to involve in 
the implementation of PhilSys, and solicit insights 
and strategies from them for the success of this 
historical undertaking.

 In accordance to health and safety protocol, 
the orientation was scheduled into two (2) batches 
to observe social distancing, morning and afternoon 
sessions. This is also to provide a conducive learning environment where participants are able to grasp the discussions. 
Similarly, with less participants, the trainers are able to address the queries accordingly.

 The speakers of the said activity, Mary Clare C. Coronado (Administrative Assistant I), Carmela A. Presores 
(Information System Analyst I -PhilSys) and Hargee L. Mariano (Administrative Aide VI), headed by our Chief 
Administrative Officer and the Regional PhilSys Focal Person, Ms. Edwina M. Carriaga enthusiastically discussed the 
substantial topics to the participants. Moreover, PSA-RSSO VII Regional Director, Engr. Ariel E. Florendo graced the 
activity with his inspirational message. RD Florendo encouraged everyone to be part of the project as he stated that 
“regardless of your position or status, your suggestion/recommendations are vital for the success of the Philippine 
Identification System”.

 A series of presentations such as the journey of the PhilSys in RSSO VII, the status of the registration center, 
Navigation of Registration Client System, and tools and monitoring for step 1 and step 2 registration are infused to 
provide an informative and updated report. Furthermore, pre-test and post-test were also conducted to evaluate 
the knowledge and learnings of the participants from the activity.

 In the course of the discussion, questions were raised by the participants and the speaker answered them 
correspondingly. It was a two-way sharing of ideas wherein the participants also suggested strategies that could 
possibly help the concerns in the registration centers. Relatively, to document the suggested strategies, RSCIII or 
Recommendation and Suggestions for Continual 
Improvement and Implementation for Individual 
was introduced. The participants were group by 
unit, record and submit their recommendations or 
innovations in the arising problem or concern in the 
operation of the PhilSys.  

 As the activity unfolds, Chief Statistical 
Specialist in Statistical Operations and Coordination 
Division, Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., delivered his 
closing speech and suggested that there should be 
another round of orientation since PhilSys is dynamic 
in their plans and decisions which was also agreed by 
the PhilSys team in the regional office. (H. Mariano)

“Together we stand, Divided we fall”: The PSA RSSO 
VII personnel is taking a leap in the involvement of 
the success of the Philippine Identification System

RSSO VII personnel in attendance to PhilSys Step 2 Orientation

The discussion of the participants for their RSCIII
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 In line with the PSA Board Resolution no. 12, series of 2014, “Establishing 
the Statistical Committee on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics” and the PSA 
Office Memorandum No. 1, series of 2015 “Establishing the Interagency Committee 
on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS), the Philippine Statistics Authority 
Regional Statistics Services Office 7 conducted the Convening of the Regional 
Interagency Committee on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (RIACCRVS) on 
17 May 2021 in Golden Prince Hotel and Suites, Cebu City. It was conducted 
physically and virtually via Zoom platform since most of the participants opted 
to attend virtually.

 At exactly 10:18 AM, quorum was declared and RD Ariel Florendo gave his 
opening message.

 Ms. Evelyn L. Patriarca, Statistical Specialist II, presented the briefer on the 
2015- 2024 Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) Decade to inform 
member-agencies the background of 
the CRVS decade. RO IV Hera B. Juarez 
presented the memorandum circulars 
in establishing the IACCRVS this is for 
the discussion and information of the 
members of the committee. In the 
presentation, RO IV Juarez presented 
the Regional IACCRVS Composition 
and the functions of the committee. 
Furthermore, she presented the 
processes of Civil Registry Documents 
at the Serbilis Outlet. She also 
discussed the summary of the Volume 

of Transactions by Type for the 1st Quarter of 2021, the electronic endorsement processed 
as of 31 April 2021 and the number of Decentralized Copy of Annotation (DeCAP) processed 
by the Serbilis Outlet from September 2020- March 2021.

 CAO Carriaga presented the CRVS Policy Agenda to the committee. She elaborated 
the Ways Forward in which she determined the CRVS goals that are achieved and not 
achieved in order to make action plans for these goals. She also presented the proposed 
schedule of the regular meeting. 

 The convening was attended by members of the committee for IACCRVS which 
included the Department of Justice Region 7 (DOJ 7), Department of Health Region 7 
(DOH 7), Department of Foreign Affairs Region 7 (DFA-7), Department of Interior and 
Local Governance (DILG-7), Department of Education Region 7 (DepED-7), and from the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD Region 7). Only the Commission 
on Population was not present during the convening. (R. Hermoso)

Regional IACCRVS convenes for the first time  

Civil Registration

For more information, please contact:

(032) 256-0592
(032) 412-6794 
(032) 254-0470

psa07.rsso@gmail.com

http://rsso07.psa.gov.ph

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY
REGIONAL STATISTICAL SERVICES OFFICE VII
Gaisano Capital South Building, Colon St., Cebu City
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