
 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
– Region 7 (PSA 7) was hailed by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) as 
one of its Outstanding Partners for 2018 
in this year’s Awards Ceremony and 
Appreciation Lunch for BSP Stakeholders 
in Region VII at the Banking Hall, BSP 
Cebu Regional Office, Osmeña Boulevard, 
Cebu City on 7 August 2018.

 PSA 7 was chosen as the region’s 
Outstanding Partner for the Report on 
Regional Economic Developments in 
the Philippines under the Sources of 
Information Category. This is PSA 7’s 
third award for the same category, having 
been given the same recognition in 
2015 and 2016. The award was given 
to institutions and organizations that 
provide BSP with information in support 
of its statistical undertakings, advocacy 

programs, and efforts to ensure effective 
delivery of its functions that may help 
in setting its projections and in crafting 
its policies. 

 Receiving the award is the 
Regional Director of PSA 7, Engr. Ariel 
E. Florendo. The awards ceremony was 
led by Assistant Governor Iluminada T. 
Sicat of BSP Regional Operations Sub-
Sector together with the head of BSP 
Department of Economics, Mr. Redentor 
Paolo M. Alegre, Jr. and Director Leonides 
B. Sumbi of BSP Cebu Regional Office.

 Twelve other awardees in Central 
Visayas include the First Consolidated 
Bank, Inc. as the Outstanding Respondent 
among Large and Medium Firms and the 
Kenko Tokina Slik Corporation as the 
Outstanding Respondent among Small 
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2018 Outstanding Partner 
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PSRTI holds SDG Seminar for LGUs in Region 7

Regional Director Ariel E. Florendo of PSA 
RSSO VII (second from left) receives the BSP 
award from Assistant Governor Iluminada T. 
Sicat of BSP Regional Operations Sub-Sector 
(leftmost), Director Leonides B. Sumbi of BSP 
Cebu Regional Office (third from left), and 
the head of the BSP Department of Economic 
Statistics, Mr. Redentor Paolo M. Alegre, Jr 
(rightmost)
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PSA staff of Region VII and Central Office holding SDG placards together with ANS Wilma A. Guillen of PSA, Charity 
Agbayani of Bureau of Local Government Development and Staff from PSRTI

 The Philippine Statistical Research 
and Training Institute (PSRTI) in partnership 
with Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 
and the Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) conducted a seminar on 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) at 
Azia Suites and Residences, Cebu City last 19 
July 2018. The objectives of the seminar were 
to introduce the background of SDG, review 
of the basic concepts of statistics, conduct 
data assessment of the SDG Indicators by 
accomplishing the SDG Assessment Matrix 
based on the local level monitoring and 
to identify which indicators are currently 
being monitored and how these indicators 
were used as well as its intended uses. The 
participants of the seminar were the Planning 
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  Three hundred twenty-three (323) attendees from 
all walks of life were clustered for a public consultation forum 
on the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of Republic 
Act 11055 or “An Act Establishing the Philippine Identification 
System.” This was hosted by the Regional Statistical Services 
Office VII (RSSO 7) on 25 September 2018 at the Golden Peak 
Hotel, Cebu City. The forum explicitly engages the involvement 
of citizens, public entities, community groups, businesses, 
organizations and private institutions to which inputs are sought 
in finalizing the IRR of the PhilSys Law. 

  Atty. Rose Ann A. Tecio, Attorney III of the Legal 
Service of Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), presented the 
salient features of the implementing rules of the republic act. 
These include among others the title, scope and coverage, 
objectives, registration or data capturing and cancellation 
proceedings, demographic and biometrical data to be captured, 
registration centers, special arrangements, documentary 
requirements, change of entries, uses of the ID, and other 
legal mandates.

 As declared after its effectivity on 25 August 2018, the PhilSys Law adheres “to establish a single national identification 
system […] for all citizens and resident aliens of the Republic of the Philippines to promote seamless delivery of service, to improve 
the efficiency, transparency and targeted delivery of public and social services, to enhance administrative governance, to reduce 
corruption and curtail bureaucratic red tape, to avert fraudulent transactions and misrepresentations, to strengthen financial 
inclusion, and to promote ease of doing business.”

 The forum encourages interactive and meaningful discourses among the attendees and presenters. Hence, a question 
on the assurance that R.A. 11055 does not contravene to R.A. 10173 or the Data Privacy Act of 2012 was pitched. In this manner, 
Atty. Tecio reacted that “provisions of the Law says that other laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations contrary thereto, except 
the DPA, repeal. In other words, RA 11055 will still be following the Data Privacy Law.” Also, a participant asked if PhilSys ID would 
replace other government-issued IDs and what are the IDs that are to be replaced if this merits the replacement. Attorney Tecio 
replied, “as envisioned, the National ID will replace other IDs. But for clarification, this will not replace the passport, driver’s license 
and PRC license, as identified. The national ID will be used for other government transactions like GSIS or SSS except for those 
that are previously mentioned.”

 Section 23 of RA 11055 mandates the promulgation of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of the Act within sixty 
(60) days upon its approval. Thereby, it is with high hopes that the best practices and other constructive recommendations of the 
‘Bisayas’ during the forum will be carried or considered in the finalization of the IRR. After all, people from the Visayas Region 
wish nothing but the effective and efficient implementation of the Act. (B.J. Bacurnay)

Bisaya voices inputs and counsels for the finalization of PhilSys 
Law’s IRR

Participants register for the Public Forum on PhilSys Law IRR Some participants ask and clarify during the open forum

Atty. Rose Ann A. Tecio, Attorney III of the Legal Service of Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA), presents the salient features of the implementing rules of the republic act
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PSA RSSO VII conducts Second Level Training on 2018 OWS and 
2017/2018 ISLE
 PSA RSSO VII conducted a second level training on 2018 
Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) and 2017/2018 Integrated 
Survey on Labor and Employment (ISLE) at Omada 1, Azia Suites 
and Residences, 8 Rahmann Extension, Cebu City from 3 to 6 
September 2018. 

 The Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) is a nationwide 
establishment-based survey that aims to monitor the wage rates 
of 22 low paid occupations in 21 non-agricultural industries. 
The main objective of OWS is to generate statistics for wage 
and salary administration and wage determination in collective 
bargaining negotiations.  These statistics can also be used as basis 
for investment decisions and determining global competitiveness 
of our industries and occupations. Specifically, statistics on wage 
rates are useful economic indicators and are inputs to wage, 
income, productivity and price policies, wage fixing and collective 

BSP honors PSA 7 as ...  

The participants pose during the 2018 OWS and 2017/2018 ISLE at Omada 1, Azia 
Suites and Residences, 8 Rahmann Extension, Cebu City

bargaining. Occupational wage rates can also be used to measure wage differentials, wage inequality in typical low wage and 
high wage occupations and for international comparability.  Industry data on basic pay and allowance can be used to measure 
wage differentials across industries, for investment decisions and as reference in periodic adjustments of minimum wages. 

 On the other hand, the Integrated Survey on Labor and Employment (ISLE), formerly BLES Integrated Survey (BITS), is a 
nationwide survey of establishments employing at least 20 workers. The main objective of ISLE is to generate an integrated data set 
on unionism and collective bargaining, employment of specific groups of workers, occupational shortages and surpluses, training 
of workers, productivity improvement programs and gainsharing practices, employees’ compensation program, occupational 
safety and health practices and occupational injuries and diseases. These data are inputs to studies on industry trends and 
practices and serve as bases for the formulation of policies on employment, conditions of work and industrial relations.  To some 
extent, the survey results will also be used to assess the progress of decent work in the country. The simultaneous conduct of 
the Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) and the Integrated Survey on Labor and Employment (ISLE) is being implemented for 
cost efficiency and to lessen respondents’ burden.

 There were 12 participants who attended the training comprising of Statistical Researchers (SRs) from provincial offices 
of Bohol and Negros Oriental; Provincial Focal Persons from provincial offices of Bohol, Cebu, Negros Oriental and Siquijor; and 
participants from the regional office. SRs from Cebu province were not included in the training because they will have a separate 
third level training the following week.
 
 Ms. Ricarda Diamano and Ms. Leslie Marie V. Zuasula served as the trainers during the training who attended during 
the Task Force Training held at Manila last 30 July 2018 to 3 August 2018. A representative from Occupational Safety and Health 
Center (OSHC) – Region 7, Mr. Gines Timosa, was invited to give inputs on the Occupational Safety and Health Practices part 
of the survey. Mr. Timosa clarified and explained some terms used in the survey. He also answered questions thrown by the 
participants. In his speech, Mr. Timosa expressed his gratitude for giving him the chance to share during the training. He said 
that the results of the OWS and ISLE are very useful in the performance of their mandates. (P. Enfestan)

Firms, both for the Business Expectations Survey; the Bank of the Philippine Islands – Cebu Main Branch (Cebu Regional Office) 
and 96.7 Bai Radio DYEM FM & Negros Chronicle (Dumaguete Branch) as the Outstanding Regional Partners for Clean Note 
Policy; the Lee Super Plaza (Dumaguete Branch) as Outstanding Regional Partner for Coin Circulation; the Philippine Information 
Agency – Negros Oriental (Dumaguete Branch) and  DYAB-Cebu (Cebu Regional Office) as the Outstanding Regional Partners 
for the Demonetization of the New Design Series; the Department of Education Cebu City Division  (Cebu Regional Office) and 
Department of Education Siquijor Division (Dumaguete Branch) as the Outstanding Regional Partners for Implementing BSP 
Advocacy on the Conduct of Public Information Campaigns; the University of Cebu – Main Campus (Cebu Regional Office) and 
Negros Oriental State University (Dumaguete Branch) as Outstanding Regional Partners for Knowledge Resource Network; and 
the Cebu Credit Surety Fund as the Outstanding Credit Surety Fund. Each awardee received the “Dynamic Balance, Philippine 
Eagle” trophy crafted by visual artist and multi-awarded sculptor, Mr. Ferdinand Cacnio.

 With the theme “Reinforcing Partnerships, Defying New Challenges,” the 2018 awards ceremony in Region VII embodies 
the successful alliances that have helped the BSP with the attainment of its mandate. (P. Enfestan)
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officers and their representatives from the different provincial, city 
and municipal planning and development offices of Region VII. 
Some personnel of NEDA 7, DILG 7 and PSA 7 were also present. 

  Ms. Maria Praxedes R. Peña, Chief Statistical Specialist 
of PSRTI Training Division, welcomed the participants and gave a 
short background of PSRTI and its mandate. Ms. Charity Agbayani 
of the Bureau of Local Government Development conveyed the 
message of their head for the seminar.  Ms. Bernadette Balamban 
of PSA Central Office introduced the overview of the SDG. Ms. 
Balamban informed that there are 17 SDGs, 169 targets and 
232 indicators. The SDG has a wider scope as compared to the 
Millennium Goals because it does not only focus on the social 
aspect but encompasses economic growth, social inclusion 
and environmental protection. In fact, the battle cry of SDG is 
“No one should be left behind, and no human right ignored”. It 

embarks on a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom and 
collaborative partnership among all countries and stakeholders 
to implement this plan. 

 The Assistant National Statistician for Social Sector Statistics 
Service of PSA, Ms. Wilma A. Guillen, discussed the Data Ecosystem 
on the localization of SDG in the Philippine setting. The country 
is committed to monitor the achievements in the 17 SDGs and 
its 169 targets based on the indicator framework which includes 
the 232 initial list of global indicators, that will serve as the core 
of all other set of indicators. She said that alignment of the SDGs 
to the National Government’s priority development agenda, as 
embodied in the Philippine Development Plan (PDP), is important 
for a strong political support, for funding allocation, and for an 
inclusive data generation. The PDP integrates the present long-term 
vision of the Filipinos or the Filipino Family, for a strongly rooted, 
comfortable and secure life for all as depicted in the AmBisyon 
Natin 2040. According to ANS Guillen, PSA is the lead agency in compiling and monitoring the SDG Indicators (SDGIs). For the 
PSA to carry out its central role in the SDGIs monitoring, there is an established PSA SDG Team with focal point for specific 
goals to facilitate coordination of monitoring activities and other SDG-related activities. She emphasized that the collaboration 
of all government agencies and the private sector is very important to achieve these endeavors. In fact, many of the indicators 
identified were available from other agencies and the Local Government Units. 

 In the afternoon session, Dr. Josefina V. Almeda, Executive Director III of PSRTI, discussed the basic concepts of Statistics. 
This is to review the participants of the concepts of statistics that can be used in monitoring the SDGs. She started the discussion 
by a statement she borrowed from Alexis de Tocqueville that said “When statistics are not based on strictly accurate calculations, 
they mislead instead of guide.” This is the reason why she stressed out that every data collector should understand the importance 
of accurate statistics generated from different sources. In her discussions, she pointed out some summary measures used in 
computing SDG Indicators such as average, proportions, rates, ratios, and percentages. She also gave examples of specific and 
actual statistics to aide understanding of the concepts. Her discussion ended with a powerful message by borrowing a statement 
from W. Edwards Deming and Peter Drucker that said “You can’t manage what you can’t measure.”

 During the workshop proper, the participating LGUs, NEDA 7 and DILG 7 were tasked to conduct data assessment of the 
SDG Indicators by accomplishing the SDG Assessment Matrix based on the local level monitoring and identify which indicators 
are currently being monitored and how these indicators were used as well as to its intended uses. Mr. Joseph Albert Niño Bulan 
of PSA Central Office explained the mechanics and objective of the workshop. He facilitated the workshop together with Ms. 
Mechelle M. Viernes. The outputs of the workshop were consolidated and will be sent to RSSO VII and to the provincial offices 
of PSA within the region for monitoring and coordination.

 An open forum followed the workshop. Some concerns were raised including the harmonization of data in the local 
levels. The organizer addressed the concerns of the participants and noted some points in order to get a better, reliable and 
timely data. ANS Guillen also answered some of the pressing issues in the materialization of SDG monitoring.

 The seminar ended by a closing remarks delivered by the Regional Director of PSA RSSO VII, Engr. Ariel E. Florendo. In 
his concluding remarks, he thanked all the participants for their active participation. He also expressed his heartfelt gratitude to 
PSRTI headed by its Executive Director, Dr. Josefina V. Almeda, and the PSA Central Office headed by ANS Wilma A. Guillen for 
holding the seminar. Engr. Florendo hoped that this kind of seminar would not be the first and the last seminar to be conducted. 
He was also hopeful that there would be more seminars related to SDG to fully institutionalized its objectives and purposes. (P. 
Enfestan)

PSRTI holds SDG Seminar...

Dr. Josefina V. Almeda, Executive Director III of PSRTI, discusses the basic 
concepts of Statistics

Ms. Maria Praxedes R. Peña, Chief Statistical Specialist of PSRTI Training Division, 
welcomes the participants
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 A team of three competent auditors from the different field 
offices of Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) visited the Regional 
Statistical Services Office VII (RSSO 7) for the First Party Internal Audit 
on 24 July 2018. This was composed of Ms. Annabella D. Barquilla, Chief 
Administrative Officer-RSSO V, Ms. Cecil G. Brondial, Chief Statistical 
Specialist-PO Albay, and Ms. Rose A. Ballera, Accountant-RSSO VIII. 
This is a stair-step activity of PSA to ensure that all field offices who 
will undergo ISO 9001:2015 QMS Certification complies and conforms 
to the requirements of the Quality Management System (QMS).  

 Vital documents or items were checked as to the adherence and 
compliance to office policies, statutory and mandatory requirements, 
and customer needs. These include, among others, the QMS plans and 
objectives of the regional office, knowledge on the PSA’s Quality Policy, 
process flows, reports of activities or operations of the office, logbooks 
for visitors and photocopiers, monitoring of activities, maintenance 
schedules of equipment, presence of emergency/evacuation plans, and many definite items. Commendable practices of the 
Region were also named for continuous improvement. 

 On 29 August 2018, the Regional Office was visited by the Development Academy of the Philippines’ Project Officers 
Aileen A. Ricohermoso and Angela C. Vargas for the QMS Technical Guidance Implementation Check. This convenes to the 
providence of “technical guidance to PSA Process Owners in the expansion and sustainability of the PSA’s ISO 9001:2015-Certified 
QMS through on-site Implementation Check.” 

  Technical inputs from the DAP Project Team were taken into 
account in order to enhance the QMS implementation in the region. 
Recommendations and constructive comments were channelled on 
the different existing practices of the Office.  

  Immediately followed the technical check was a special 
meeting to materialize an action plan based on the results of the 
activity. Findings of the technical check will be addressed by the 
Office to ensure strict compliance of the vulnerable requirements 
stipulated under the QMS standards. One of the proposed activities 
is to conduct a workshop to address the unmet requirements cited 
during the implementation check. (B.J. Bacurnay)

A team of auditors and process owners from RSSO VII meet during 
the First Party Internal Audit

RSSO 7 undergoes two levels of QMS compliance checks

Ms. Aileen A. Ricohermoso (left) checks the management-related 
documents with RD Ariel E. Florendo (right) during the QMS 
Implementation Check

DAP Project Officers, and PSA RSSO VII officials and personnel after a successful QMS Implementation Check.
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PSA 7 addresses unmet QMS requirements through workshops
 Two cluster workshops were conducted by the Philippine Statistics Authority Regional Statistical Services Office VII 
(PSA RSSO VII) to address the unmet requirements as identified during the Implementation Check. The Civil Registration and 
Administrative Support Division (CRASD) of PSA RSSO VII conducted the activities for two days, respectively, on 10-11 September 
2018 while the Statistical Operations and Coordination Division (SOCD) held the activity on 14-15 September 2018 at Tubod 
Flowing Water, Minglanilla, Cebu. The workshops pertained an end goal of providing adequate knowledge in the implementation 
of the ISO 9001:2015-Certified QMS in the region. Likewise, this also ensures that required methods, tools and practices for the 
expansion of ISO 9001:2015-Certified QMS are in-placed or met. 

 Furthermore, the workshops were guided on employing interactive lectures, exercises and preparations of the PSA QMS 
Manual/PAWIM, Process Map, Internal and External Issues, Interested Parties, Risk Registry and Action Plan, Quality Objectives, 
and Organizational Knowledge Monitoring. There were also team-building activities that exhibit camaraderie and strategic 
thinking of the participants. With the goal of being an ISO Certified agency in the future, strong participation and collaboration 
were demonstrated as evident by the fruitful outputs produced. (B.J. Bacurnay)

CRASD personnel during the CRASD workshop to address unmet QMS 
requirements

SOCD personnel during the SOCD workshop to address unmet QMS 
requirements

PSA 7 hosts the 2018 Third Quarter Directorate Meeting

 PSA Central Visayas hosted the 2018 Third Quarter Directorate Meeting on 18 – 19 September 2018 at Flushing 
Meadows Resort and Playground, Dauis, Bohol. This is the second consecutive Directorate Meeting hosted by the region 
following the 2018 Second Quarter Directorate Meeting at Mezzo Hotel, Cebu City on 26-27 June 2018. 

 Present during the meeting were Usec. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, National Statistician and Civil Registrar General, Asec. 
Daniel A. Ariaso, Sr., OIC-DNS Rosalinda Bautista, Assistant National Statisticians, Heads and OICs of the different divisions of 
PSA Central Office, OICs and Regional Directors of different PSA Regional Offices, and representative from Union of Statistical 
Employees (USE). Usec. Bersales presided the meeting discussing issues and concerns of the office including policies and updates 
involving statistics, civil registration and administrative functions. The meeting also highlighted the recent developments and 
accomplishments of the different divisions/offices of PSA. (P. Enfestan)

The members of the Directorate pose together with Usec. Lisa Grace S. Bersales (fifth from the right-front row)
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PSA 7 hosts the convergence of PH Statisticians in Bohol 
 PSA Central Visayas hosted the convergence of Philippine 
statisticians for the 2018 Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. (PSAI) 
Annual Conference on 19-21 September 2018 held at Bohol Tropics 
Resort, Tagbilaran City, Bohol. This year’s conference adopted the 
theme “Emerging Trends in Statistical Development” as the country 
holds its ground in global conversations on emerging developments 
such as open data, big data platforms and data science. The theme 
is also in cognizant with the collective effort of professional social 
science associations under the Philippine Social Science Council, 
Inc. (PSSC) which is celebrating its 50th Founding Anniversary in 
commemoration of the social science legacies in these changing times. 
Professionals from public and private sector, academe, and all other 
interested parties were invited to prepare papers and participate in 
this Conference and attend the trainings.

 The 2018 PSAI Annual Conference started with four parallel 
trainings conducted on 19 September 2018 evolving the topics on 
Spatial Statistics, Infographics, Descriptive and Exploratory Techniques 
in R, and Correcting Common Misconceptions in Statistics: For K-12. 
Mr. Dennis P. Dizon, manager of the Training Division of Geodata 
Systems Technologies, Inc, invited as the resource person on Spatial 
Statistics. Mr. Gian Louisse Roy, Instructor and Information Officer in 
the UP School of Statistics, trained the participants on Infographics. The 
training on Descriptive and Exploratory Techniques in R was carried 
out by Ms. Charlene Mae Celoso who is currently an Instructor from 
the UP School of Statistics. Lastly, Dr. Josefina V. Almeda, Executive 
Director III of the Philippine Statistical Research and Training Institute 
(PSRTI), served as the resource person on Correcting Common 
Misconceptions in Statistics: For K-12.

 

On the first day of the conference proper, Dr. Rosemarie G. Edillon, 
Undersecretary for Planning and Policy of the National Development 
Office of National Economic and Development Authority, invited to 
be the keynote speaker. “We need policies and programs informed 
by accurate and timely statistics” according to Usec. Edillon. She 
challenged everyone to harness the Industry 4.0 by responding its 
call. Industry 4.0 is a name given to the current trend of automation 
and data exchange in manufacturing technologies and is referred 
as the fourth industrial revolution.

 Usec. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, President of PSAI and the 
National Statistician and Civil Registrar General of PSA, discussed the 
Emerging Trends in the Philippine Statistical Development Program 
(PSDP) 2018-2023 where she focused on Measuring Sustainable 
Tourism during the first plenary session in the morning right after 
the opening ceremony. Dr. Bersales highlighted the developments 
that PSA is currently doing in terms of using the latest technology for 
surveys and censuses as reflected in the PSDP.  According to Usec. 
Bersales, “there are three pillars of the Sustainable Development 
Goals: Economic, Social and Environment.” She said that many of the 
official statistics focus on economic and social sector because of the 

Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) but the environment pillar 
is something that is new to the Philippines. One way to integrate 
the said pillar to the Philippine Statistical System according to her 
is to focus on tourism and way forward. Usec. Bersales also shared 
the activities and theme for the National Statistics Month and the 
upcoming Data Festival.

 On the afternoon of 20 September 2018, the conference was 
divided into different scientific sessions such as student research paper 
presentations and discussions on inflation, spatial, latest technology, 
redesign, statistical models in practice, and the environment. The 
participants where given the chance to choose among the sessions. 

 During the fellowship dinner, Mr. Tomas P. Africa, Chair of 
PSAI Institutional Development Committee conveyed the Statistics 
Profession in the Changing Data Landscape as determined in the 
PSAI strategic goals.  Dr. Bersales delivered her policy statement 
emphasizing her tagline “Statistics pa more, Now na!”. The night 
ended by a 45-minute sound of music performance of the world 
renowned Loboc Children’s Choir. 

 On the last day of the conference, Ms. Elaine Ocampo of 
Geodata Systems Technologies, Inc. discussed the Driving Digital 
Transformation of Philippine Census using ArcGIS. This is followed 
by a panel discussion on Data Privacy where Kelvin S. Magtalas 
of the National Privacy Commission, Teresita P. Lisama of Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, Danny C. Cheng of De La Salle University and 
Ana Maria L. Tabunda of Pulse Asia Research, Inc., served as panelists. 
Mr. Ferdinand S. Co, Chair of the PSAI Membership Committee led 
the oath taking of new members and launching of PSAI enhanced 
website before the morning session ended. 

 Dr. Milagros R. Baldemor, President of PSAI Region 1 Chapter 
gave her synthesis of the three-day conference during the closing 
ceremony. Sponsors were acknowledged, and winners of the Best 
Student Paper were recognized and awarded. Ms. Francisca N. Dayrit, 
PSAI Vice President delivered her closing remarks. The participants 
were made to nominate and vote for the place where the next PSAi 
Conference will be held. It turned out that General Santos City was 
most favored by the PSAI members.

 The opening ceremony was hosted by Ms. Mary Antonette 
Jungao and Mr. Cielito Evangelista, both were employees of PSA 
Bohol, while Ms. Crislor D. Vilas of PSA Negros Oriental and Mr. Peter 
E. Enfestan of PSA RSSO VII hosted the closing ceremony. 

 Participation in the Training and Conference helped both the 
practitioners and the uninitiated at the national and local levels to 
better appreciate and respond to the challenges and opportunities 
that used to be the enclave of data science enthusiasts. (P. Enfestan)

Dr. Rosemarie G. Edillon, Undersecretary of Planning and Policy, National 
Development Office, National Economic and Development Authority delivers 
her keynote address.

Usec. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, PSAI President and the National Statistician 
and Civil Registrar General of PSA, discusses the Emerging Trends in the 
Philippine Statistical Development Program (PSDP) 2018-2023 focusing on 
Measuring Sustainable Tourism during the first plenary session
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 Philippine Statistics Authority Regional Statistical Services 
Office VII (PSA RSSO VII) conducted an Establishment Forum 
on the 2018 Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) and 2017/2018 
Integrated Survey on Labor and Employment (ISLE) at One Central 
Hotel, Sanciangko St., Cebu City last 14 September 2018. 

 Establishment owners, managers, accountants, human 
resource managers, bookkeepers, safety officers, supervisors 

and the like were the participants. Students, faculty and school 
representatives were also invited. Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., 
Senior Statistical Specialist, welcomed the participants in behalf 
of PSA RSSO VII Regional Director Ariel E. Florendo.

 Ms. Christine S. Ariola, Supervising Statistical Specialist 
of Labor Standards and Relations Division and Ms. Alegria A. 
Mota, Chief of Employment Demand Statistics Division graced the 
occasion as resource persons. Ms. Ariola presented the highlights 
of the 2016 OWS results while Ms. Mota conveyed the survey 
highlights of 2015/2016 ISLE results.

 Ms. Leslie Marie V. Zuasula discussed the survey overview 
and items of inquiries for the 2018 OWS while the survey overview 
and items of inquiries for the 2017/2018 ISLE was explained by 
Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., Chief of the Statistical Operations 
and Coordination Division of PSA RSSO VII.

An open forum followed after the presentations. Ms. Christine 
S. Ariola, Ms. Alegria A. Mota, and Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. 

answered questions from the participants during the forum.

 The Occupational Wages Survey (OWS) is a nationwide 
establishment-based survey that aims to monitor the wage rates 
of 22 low paid occupations in 21 non-agricultural industries. 
The main objective of OWS is to generate statistics for wage 
and salary administration and wage determination in collective 
bargaining negotiations.  These statistics can also be used as basis 
for investment decisions and determining global competitiveness 
of our industries and occupations. Specifically, statistics on wage 
rates are useful economic indicators and are inputs to wage, 
income, productivity and price policies, wage fixing and collective 
bargaining. Occupational wage rates can also be used to measure 
wage differentials, wage inequality in typical low wage and high 
wage occupations and for international comparability.  Industry 
data on basic pay and allowance can be used to measure wage 
differentials across industries, for investment decisions and as 
reference in periodic adjustments of minimum wages. 

 On the other hand, the Integrated Survey on Labor and 
Employment (ISLE), formerly BLES Integrated Survey (BITS), is a 
nationwide survey of establishments employing at least 20 workers. 
The main objective of ISLE is to generate an integrated data set 
on unionism and collective bargaining, employment of specific 
groups of workers, occupational shortages and surpluses, training 
of workers, productivity improvement programs and gainsharing 
practices, employees’ compensation program, occupational safety 
and health practices and occupational injuries and diseases. These 
data are inputs to studies on industry trends and practices and 
serve as bases for the formulation of policies on employment, 
conditions of work and industrial relations.  To some extent, the 
survey results will also be used to assess the progress of decent 
work in the country. The simultaneous conduct of the Occupational 
Wages Survey (OWS) and the Integrated Survey on Labor and 
Employment (ISLE) is being implemented for cost efficiency and 
to lessen respondents’ burden.

 The objective of the forum was to gain support from the 
establishments which will eventually be the respondents of the 
survey and to let stakeholders appreciate the results of the OWS 
and ISLE. The forum ended by the closing remarks delivered by 
the Chief Statistical Specialist of PSA Cebu Province, Mr. Firmo C. 
Diputado. In his closing remarks, he thanked and asked the full 
cooperation of the establishments to give truthful and correct 
data to the items of inquiries of the survey. (P. Enfestan)

PSA RSSO VII conducts Establishment Forum on 2018 OWS and 
2017/2018 ISLE

Ms. Leslie Marie Zuasula discusses the overview and query items of 2018 
OWS to the participants during the Establishment Forum

The participants together with the resource persons from PSA Central Office pose after the Establishment Forum
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) Region VII conducted 
a three-day Second Level Training for the 2018 July Labor Force 
Survey (LFS) with Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) 
Visit 1 data processing at Alta Garden Resort and Convention 
Center, San Isidro Baclayon, Bohol last 25 – 27 July 2018.

 Participants of the training were the focal persons of the four 
(4) provinces of Region 7. Each province sent two (2) representatives 
for the data processing training. Trainers for the said training were 
SrSS Myrna Trinidad T. Cataluña and SuSS Felida Generoso.

 The training focused more on the FIES processing and a few 
on LFS processing. The trainers first discussed the LFS Manual 
Processing wherein they shared with the group the common errors 
of each province. Then the trainers shortly visited the different 
columns of the accomplished LFS questionnaire and shared some 
possible errors and the possible solutions that might appear on a 

particular item. At the end of the LFS manual processing training, the trainers shared the new LFS Machine Processing System 
that will be used first on the 2018 July LFS round.

 The remaining days were focused on the FIES manual processing discussion. FIES questionnaire was discussed item 
per item, tackling on the possible errors that might crop up during the processing and what are the possible solutions for 
the case. Each province then raised some issues and concerns which were addressed by the trainers one-by-one. The training 
ended with the participants ready and eager to face the challenges ahead for the actual data processing on their respective 
offices. (J.J. Abadingo)

2018 July Labor Force Survey (LFS) with Family Income and 
Expenditure Survey (FIES) Visit 1 – Data Processing

Personnel from four PSA provincial offices of Region 7 together with 
personnel of PSA RSSO VII during FIES/LFS processing training

Operational Training on Cereals and Other Crops

 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) Region VII 
conducted a five-day Second Level Training on Cereals and 
Other Crops Survey last 3 – 7 September 2018 at PSA RSSO 
VII Conference Room.

 Participants were the representatives of the four (4) 
provinces of Region 7. Each province sent two (2) representatives 
for the operational training. Trainers for the said second level 
training were SS II Ma. Cristina L. Biglang-awa, SA Eric Balios, 
and RO I Gaudiosa Oculares.

 The first three-days of the training focused on the 
discussion of Cereals (Rice and Corn) particularly the group 
focused on Palay and Corn Production Survey (PCPS), which 
generates estimates on palay and corn production, area, and 
yield and other production-related data that serves as input for 
policy making, and programs on palay and corn; Monthly Palay 
and Corn Situation Report (MPCSR), the survey is conducted 
in two modules, the Palay Production Survey (PPS) and the 
Corn Production Survey (CPS). The data gathered from both 
modules include actual harvests for the current period and 
estimates for the next quarters based on standing crop and 
planting intentions. Estimates are subject to changes depending 
on weather conditions, inputs and outputs, prices and other 
factors which contribute largely to the deviations of the actual 
data from the early estimates. It aims to update the estimate 
of the current quarter based on standing crop and estimate 

for the next quarter based on planting intentions and provide 
monthly updates on area and production of palay and corn 
across the country; and the Palay and Corn Stock Survey (PCSS), 
a monthly survey which produces estimates of the current stocks 
of rice and corn in farming and non-farming households. It 
seeks to serve as input in the analysis of the seasonal trends 
and variations in the supply of rice and corn, serve as input 
for forecasting future supply and demand of palay and corn, 
and to assist policy-makers in the formulation, implementation 
and administration of agricultural economic programs. (J.J. 
Abadingo)

Participants and trainers of the Second Level Training on Cereals and Other 
Crops
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 On 17 August 2018, the Philippine Statistics Authority- RSSO VII 
was invited to take part on the Public Information Campaign hosted by 
“Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas” (BSP- Region VII). The campaign aims to 
inform the private sectors, private and public institutions, government 
agencies and stake holders on the Inflation Developments and Outlook 
of the Philippines. This is the 2nd leg of BSP’s information campaign in 
major cities in the Philippines.

 The program started at nine in the morning and ended at twelve 
in the afternoon. Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo gave an opening 
remarks and cited that there is a gap in the public’s understanding of 
inflation and they hope to inform the public on what has been done by 
the government and what is being done to contain the problem and 
effects of inflation through this campaign.

 Included in the information campaign was the discussion on the Recent Economic Developments by Jasmin Dacio and 
Inflation Dynamics and Monetary Policy by Zeno Ronald R. Abenoja. Discussants were from BSP under the Department of Economic 
Research. Department of Finance also take account on the campaign in person of Ira Camarao who speaks about the Tax Reform 
for Acceleration and Inclusion. The goal of the DOF is to correct our tax system’s problems to become simpler, fairer and more 
efficient. They also aims to lessen the overall tax burden of the poor and the middle class. The last speaker was Lilian Salonga from 
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) who talks on the Assessing the Impact of Train Law on the Prices of Basic Commodities. 

 The open forum comes after the deliberation of topics and various questions, issues, concerns were raised by different 
stakeholders and answered by panel members. The forum gives way to better understand the developments and outlook of the 
inflation in the country. (E.M. Quiñones)

 

PSA RSSO VII attends BSP’s Information Campaign on Inflation 
Developments and Outlook

Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo gives his opening remarks

RSC members convene for 3rd Quarter Meeting

 The Central Visayas-Regional Statistics Committee 
(CV-RSC) successfully convene its 3rd quarter meeting last 
17 August 2018 at DOST 7 Conference Room, Sudlon, Lahug, 

Cebu City.

 Among the topics discussed were the report of 
Technical Working Group (TWG) for Economic Sector Statistics 
in which issues on BFAR’s concern on the decline of fishery 
production and DOT’s concern on the collection of tourism 
data from Local government Units (LGUs) were thoroughly 
tackled and recommendations were carried, Report for 
TWG on Continuing Education, 29th NSM Celebration and 
Sustainable Development Goals Matrix Assessment Updates.  

 It was also announced during the meeting the updates 
of the following activities: Philippine Statistical Association, 
Inc. (PSAI) Annual Conference on 19-21 September 2018 at 
Bohol Tropics, Tagbilaran City, Bohol and RSC Summit on 4-5 
September 2018, Philippine Data Festival on 6-7 September 
2018, Women and Men (WAM) and a video presentation 
about the Philippine Identification System. (J. Villacensio)

From left to right, RSC Secretary Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr (PSA RSSO 7), RSC 
Chair RD Efren B. Carreon (NEDA 7) and RSC Vice-Chair RD Ariel E. Florendo 
(PSA RSSO 7)
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QUICKSTAT
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