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(Sitting from left to right) CSS Firmo C. Diputado of PSA-Cebu, CSS Aurelia M. Canda of PSA-Siquijor, Regional Director Ariel E. Florendo of PSA 7, CSS Leopoldo
P. Alfanta, Jr. of PSA RSSO 7, CSS Mark C. Pascasio of PSA Central Office and CSS Jessamyn Anne C. Alcazaren of PSA - Bohol together with the participants from
Region 6, 7 and 8 in a photo op during the training-workshop on Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure held on 17-19 July 2019 at One Central Hotel, Cebu City.
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To further capacitate the regional staff on the estimation and compilation
of the GRDE, the Expenditure Account Division (EAD) of Macroeconomic Account
Service (MAS) under Sectoral Statistics Office (SSO) of PSA conducted a follow up
training-workshop on Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure (GRDE)- Visayas Cluster
for Overall Revision and Rebasing of Regional Accounts last 17-19 July 2019 held at
One Central Hotel located in Jakosalem St., Cebu City. Participants during the activity
were the Chief Statistical Specialists (CSS) of Statistical Operations & Coordination
Division (SOCD) of three (3) regions, Regional Technical Support Staff and Provincial
Statistics Officers (PSOs) of Central Visayas.

Satisfied Customers of Cebu City CRS Outlet
continues to increase
Overall customer
satisfaction rating of the Cebu
City Civil Registry Outlet
continued to increase in the 3rd
quarter of 2019. This is evident
by the results of the 3rd quarter
Overall Customer Satisfaction
Rating of 97.33 percent as
against the 93.33 percent
in the 2nd quarter. Moreover,
the 3rd quarter rating gained
CRS associates cater public on their civil registry documents needs. an 18 percent quantum leap
from the 1st quarter’s rating of
79.33 percent. This indicates
that more clients were either satisfied or very satisfied with the services, employees,
processes and/or areas/facilities of the outlet.
turn to page 6
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Integrated System for CPI is now up

The participants of the training test the system using their mobile and laptop devices during the practice session.

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) continues to deliver timely and reliable statistics. Improvements in the
construction of Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the generation of its derived indicators is one of the innovations of the
PSA. Recently, the office initiated the updating of the systems for the generation of CPI to ensure that the price statistics
will remain accurate and relevant. An integrated new CPI system was developed to ensure efficient conduct of price
collection, data processing and price validation activities.
To ensure smooth implementation and effective conduct of the survey operations and data processing, the
Philippine Statistics Authority Regional Statistical Services Office VII (PSA RSSO VII) conducted the second level training on
the Various Systems for the Generation of Consumer Price Index (CPI) last 10-12 September 2019 at MJ Hotel & Suites, 80
Apitong St., Camputhaw, Cebu City. Brief background, interface, system preliminaries, installation procedures, and system
modules for each application were throughly explained during the training. It also provided the specific instructions and
hands-on exercise on how to use the four applications of the integrated CPI system namely: (1) CPI Store Management
Application; (2) CPI CAPI Management Application; (3) Price Tag; and (4) CPI Data Processing System. Moreover, issues were
raised, recommendations were considered and agreements were established from the participants to ensure effective
and efficient conduct of CPI surveys.
Mr. Jose Alvin P. Almedilla, Senior Statistical Specialist of PSA Central Office, served as trainer together with Engr.
Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., Senior Statistical Specialist of PSA RSSO VII. (P. Enfestan)

RD Ariel E. Florendo gives his opening message during the training.
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Mr. Jose Alvin P. Almedilla answers queries, issues and concerns during
the discussions.
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Statistical Operations
PSA Central Visayas conducts the 2019 Integrated Census Map Updating – Second
Level Training
In 2019, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) embarks on the
integrated census map updating activity for use in the 2020 Census
of Population and Housing (2020 CPH). This undertaking primarily
involves with the digital processing of geographical and census
information collected during the conduct of previous major mapping
operations and past census activities. Eventually, the ultimate goal
of this activity is the creation of Enumeration Area (EA) maps and
the finalization of Enumeration Area Reference File (EARF) for its
use in the 2020 CPH.
Specifically, the said activity comprised of four (4) main processes
with specific objectives in every stage: 1) Processing of Geo-tagged
Building Points of which it aims to: a) ensure all geo-tagged points
are located within their respective building structure; b) to modify
the attribute tables of the corresponding geo-tagged points; and
c) to come up with merged city/municipality geo-tagged building
points. This will then passed to the next process which is the: 2)
Updating of layers for barangay boundaries and road networks for
The participants of the training together with trainers from PSA Central Office pose
Selected Areas, under this second major process it aims: a) to come
during the photo op.
up with updated layers and shapefiles of barangay boundaries, river
and road networks for areas subject for EA delineation and merging;
and b) to update existing barangay boundary, river and road network layer shapefiles. Then the selected EAs will then be field verified by the
respective Map Data Verifiers per province. Right after the said verfication the third major process will come in: 3) Processing of Field-validated
Layers and Boundaries which has two objectives: a) to come up with correct layers and boundaries of areas, particularly those areas subject for
EA delineation; and b) to update field-validated layer shapefiles. Lastly, the fourth major process is: 4) Delineation and Merging of Enumeration
Areas with the following specific objectives: a) to delineate areas with more than 300 households into discernible EAs using the criteria set for the
EA delineation activity; b) to merge areas with less than 100 households based on the 2015 Popcen Projection of households using the criteria
set for the merging of EAs; c) to come up with reliable and accurate EA maps for use in the 2020 CPH; d) to create Enumeration Area Reference
File (EARF) for use in the 2020 CPH; and e) to update existing barangay/EA shapefiles.
The inputs of these stages are taken from the outputs of the following: previous and on-going mapping operations and from the
results of past validation of Secondary Sampling Units (SSUs), 2017-2019 Geo-tagging of Building Structures, and the 2015 Census of Population
(POPCEN 2015). This undertaking is also utilizing available resources obtained from the different Local Government Units (LGUs) and National
Government Agencies (NGAs) such as the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG), and others. Also, legal documents that serve as bases in the creation of political units and shapefiles of GIS-based maps are
also used as references in creation of final EA shapefiles. The 2019 Integrated Census Map Updating activity primarily covers all barangay/EAs
that are candidates for delineation and merging activities. These areas include those barangays and EAs covered in the geo-tagging activities
during the period 2017-2019.
The important thrust of the integrated map updating activity is to come up with accurate and reliable enumeration area (EA) maps
and the final EARF for use during the planning and conduct of the 2020 CPH field enumeration and its subsequent activities. It will also serve
as input to other activities of the different units of PSA beyond the 2020 CPH operation, such as agricultural and establishment-based surveys,
remote sensing activities, environment-related activites, and others.
In Region 7, the Second Level Training was conducted last 8 – 20 July 2019 at One Central Hotel located along Sanciangko St., Cebu
City. It was a twelve (12) day training with the goal of cascading the information and learning of the trainers to the participants in conducting
the 2019 Integrated Census Map Updating efficiently and effectively. Present during the training are the Regional/Provincial Focal Persons
of every province together with their Assistant Focal Persons, Hired Personnel of the 2019 Integrated Census Map Updating activity, Chief
Statistical Specialists of the regional and provincial offices, and the Regional Director. It was also graced by two (2) Central Office personnel
of the PSA particularly from the Census Planning and Coordination Division (CPCD) they were: Assistant Statistician Edito Grande and Senior
Statistical Specialist Gerardo Taguibolos. Wherein both shared their expertise and experiences on how to effectively implement the activity. The
participants were welcomed by Chief Statistical Specialist Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. wherein he also shared and emphasized with the participants
the importance of the mapping activity recalling his own personal experience as a hired cartographer in the late 90’s. He also imparted with the
participants the drive and thrust of the PSA to modernize and innovate the different activities of the PSA particularly on mapping, that from the
old method of using paper and pen or pencil and now using the modern technology in doing enumeration area maps. By ending, he urged the
participants to focus on their responsibilities and functions for the success of the 2019 Integrated Census Map Updating activity.
The training was divided into three (3) modules: Module 1: Introduction; Module 2: Processing and Module 3: Administrative Matters.
The first three days of the training tackles on the first module which is the introduction, it discusses the roles of the different key personnel in
the conduct of the mapping activity from the National Statistician down to the Hired Processors and Data Verifiers on every provincial office
nationwide. It also instructs the personnel on the communication protocol of the operation as well as the objectives and importance of the 2019
Integrated Census Map Updating. It also covers the Concept and Definitions; Software and Hardware Requirements of the Operation; PSA GIS
Structure; and the Processing of Geo-tagged Building Points; On the fourth to the ninth day of the training, it focused on the second module
of the training manual which is the Processing Phase. The six-day schedule tackles on the Delineation and Merging of Enumeration Areas (EAs);
Pre-Processing; and Post-Processing. The last three days of the training discussed on the portion of Module 2 and the whole of Module 3. Portion
of Module 2 covers on the Guidelines of Field Validation and the whole of Module 3 which covers: Reporting and Submission; Map Processing
Quality Assurance and Financial Matters.
With the introduction of the latest innovations in technology, the current integrated census map updating activity of the PSA is also
gradually adapting to the impact of these technological trends. At present, the PSA is utilizing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) tools in
implementing census mapping plans and programs. Just recently PSA acquired three (3) drones as part of its grand vision to modernize the
creation and production of census enumeration area maps. Although the application of these technology is still on the exploratory stage, the
office sees a wider range of application of these tools, not only during the conduct of censuses but also in the conduct of various statistical
surveys. PSA is also hoping with the availability of another technology on remote sensing in the future conduct of various statistical undertakings,
and be able to produce better-quality enumeration maps in order to produce quality and reliable statistical data. (J.J. Abadingo)
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Preparations on the 30th NSM highlights the 3rd
Quarter RSC Meeting

The members of the Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee during the third quarter regular meeting at the Conference Hall, NEDA 7

The Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee (CV-RSC) successfully convened its third quarter regular meeting
on 06 September 2019 at 3rd Floor NEDA 7 Conference Room, Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City.
Among the agenda discussed were: (1) Inventory of Statistical Unit/Position in Central Visayas; (2) 30th National
Statistics Month and 14th National Convention on Statistics; (3) Localizad NSM Awards for the Region; (4) Technical Working
Group Update/Report; and (5) PSA Board Resolutions .
.
Though there were 5 agenda prepared, the meeting, however, focused more on the preparations of the 30th National
Statistics Month (NSM) which will happen next month. In fact, CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. requested the committee to
have a special meeting on 13 September 2019 to discuss the preparation and finalization of the activity for the 30th NSM
Opening on 7 October 2019 which will be spearheaded by PSA. Moreover, the committee took some serious discussions
on the regional localized NSM Awards patterned from the NSM Awards done in the national level every year. Mr. Armando
Malicse of MGB expressed his thoughts on the criteria of impact evaluation for the NSM activities conducted by different
agencies which according to him may be difficult to gauge and entails budget. He conveyed his reservations on the impact
evaluation criteria sharing their agency’s experience. Ms. Mardonia Lauron of PPDO Cebu added that impact should not be
removed in the criteria since it is the basis as to why such activity is being conducted. Mr. Alfanta reiterated that the proposal
for a localized NSM award was discussed during the 2nd quarter meeting. That’s why the secretariat presented the criteria.
Since the criteria is not yet firmed, Mr. Roxan Mujeres of BSP suggested why not have an award like perfect attendance,
cooperative agency and etc. At the end, the committee agreed to discuss further this matter on their special meeting. (P.
Enfestan)

RD Leo Cipriano L. Urbiztondo, Jr. of DICT suggests not to focus on youth for SrSS Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. informs the committee that the indicators to be compiled
by CHED and TESDA are also the indicators to be monitored in the Central Visayas
the localized NSM awards.
Sustainable Development Goals.
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Statistical Frameworks and Indicators System

MAS prepares...
present compilation procedures, including estimation
processes at the worksheet level, and e.) to discuss the
“Way Forward” to explore the possibility of compiling the
GRDE by region in collaboration with the RSSOs.
On the first day, Mr. Mark C. Pascasio, Chief Statistical
Specialist of EAD, discussed on brief introduction of
SNA Framework. He mentioned about the importance of
macroeconomic accounting with regards to the monitoring
of economy’s behavior, economic analyses and for
comparability with other economies. Overalll revision and
rebasing activities/timeline was also presented. Concepts
and definitions, scope and coverage, benchmark/nonbenchmark estimates and regional estimates of each sector
such as Household Final Consumption and Expenditure
(HFCE), Government Final Consumption and Expenditure
(GFCE), Durable Equipment (DE), Breeding of Stocks and
Orchard Development (BSOD), Intellectual Property Product
(IPP), Changes in Inventories (CIN), Exports and Imports of
Goods and Services  were discussed by Sectoral Specialists
of EAD. Sectoral challenges and data sources were also
included in the discussion. Presentation of the 2018 GRDE
results was then followed.
On the next day, worksheets of each sector were
discussed to participants. Sectoral Specialists  presented
different techniques and methodologies using the available
data before coming up the final estimate followed by a
workshop. Each region was tasked to identify on the possible
indicators to be used in the estimation as well as for the
data sources.

to time or else become obsolete. Hence, the SNA has had
major updates in 1968, 1993, and, most recently, in 2008.
In the Philippines, revisions and rebasing of national
accounts are significant milestones in the Philippine System
of National Accounts (PSNA). So far, the Philippines has
completed three major revisions and rebasing, each time
generating a new series of national accounts. The first
revision and rebasing started in 1968 with a shift of base
year from 1955 to 1967, followed in 1973 by a change in
base year from 1967 to 1972 and in 1990 when the base year
was changed from 1972 to 1985. The Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) as the official compiler of the PSNA has long
recognized the need to improve the PSNA by among others,
updating the base year and migrating to the 2018 System
of National Accounts (2018 SNA).
The Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure (GRDE),
like the Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP), provides
a suitable measure of the economic performance of regions
in the country and is a vital tool in the formulation of
regional development plans. In compliance with international
standards, the PSA is aligned with the System of National
Accounts (SNA) which presents comprehensive guidelines
and recommendations for compilers to come up with a more
reliable and accurate capture of the economy. (C. Niala)

On the last day, representative from each region was
asked to present and discuss on their outputs. Mr. Pascasio
then gave comments and reccomendations to help improve
in the data collection and also in the estimations.
The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) particularly
the Macroeconomic Accounts Service (MAS), as stipulated
under Republic Act No. 10625, “shall be responsible for
the development and maintenance of national accounts,
regional accounts, satellite accounts, input/output tables
and other related macroeconomic account.” The System
of National  Accounts (SNA) is a statistical framework that
provides comprehensive, consistent and flexible set of
macroeconomics accounts for policymaking, analysis and
research purposes. SNA is based on a set of internationally
agreed concepts, definitions, classifications and accounting
rules. The history of national accounting can be traced
back at least as far as the seventeenth century, but the
first true internationally accepted standard was the 1953
System of National Accounts (1953 SNA). As time passes,
the economy and society evolve, past conventions are
seen as inappropriate, methodological and theoretical
developments occur and users’ needs change, and so the
national accounting standards must be updated from time

The participants from Regions 6, 7 and 8 during the training workhop.

Mr. Mark C. Pascasio, Chief Statistical Specialist of EAD, emphasizes
the importance of macroeconomic accounting with regards to the
monitoring of economy’s behavior, economic analyses and for
comparability with other economies.
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Civil Registration
PSA RSSO VII supports
Naga City’s Mobile Services

PSA RSSO VII Conducts
Capability Building of LCRs

PSA RSSO VII personnel and Naga City LCR Staff during the conduct
of Mobile Registration in Barangay Inayagan, Naga City on 08 August
2019.

RD Ariel E. Florendo gives his inspirational message before the
participants of the Training on Basic Civil Registration.

The Philippine Statistics Authority supports the
City Civil Registrar’s Office of Naga City, as they conduct
mobile services in the different barangays in Naga City.
The mobile services were scheduled every Thursday to
different barangays.
PSA RSSO VII joined the mobile services of the
city of Naga last 08 August 2019 at Brgy. Inayagan and at
Brgy. Jagimit on 22 August 2019. As part of its contribution,
PSA RSSO VII personnel assisted the LCRO in the receipt
and evaluation of applications for delayed registration. A
number of applications were received but only few were
registered on-site due to lacking required documents. (H.
Juarez)

As part of Civil Registration and Administrative
Support Division’s deliverables, the Civil Registration Unit
of PSA Regional Statistical Service Office VII conducted a
training on Basic Civil Registration to selected LCR Staff
from different LGUs of Cebu. The first batch was conducted
on August 30, 2019 at PSA- RSSO VII conference room.
It was attended by LGU’s of Metro Cebu comprising 6
munipalities and 7 cities from Carcar City to Danao City.
The training aims to improve civil registry services of their
respective offices by ensuring sufficient knowledge of LCRO
staff, and to identify issues, concerns and other problems
with the end-view of improving civil registration services
of the country. (H. Juarez)

Satisfied Customers...
Satisfaction rating for employees being groomed/
neat, courteous and knowledgeable is highest at 97.77
percent while rating for areas/facilities remained the
lowest at 91.31. An equally high satisfaction rating is also
evident for the service and procedure at 96.32 percent
and 95.33 percent, respectively.   
The ratings were based on the results of the
Customer Satisfaction Survey (CSS) conducted by the
office every 2nd week of the 3rd month of the reference
quarter. About 150 walk-in clients at the CRS outlet
were interviewed on their satisfaction level in five areas
namely; service, employees, procedures, area/facilities
and overall satisfaction. (H. Juarez)
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CAO Edwina Carriaga gives the rationale and sets the mind of the
participants for the training.
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Partnership and Linkages
PSA RSSO VII speaks before the Community Facilitators,
Enumerators and Encoders on Child Labor Profiling

SS II Joseph Jim D. Abadingo (center) receives his certificate of appreciation after speaking before
the DOLE regional and provincial field personnel.

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) shall primarily be responsible for all national censuses and surveys, sectoral
statistics consolidation of selected administrative recording systems and compilations of national accounts. It shall serve as
the central statistical authority of the Philippine government on primary data collection and to prepare and conduct statistical
sample surveys on all aspects of socioeconomic life including agriculture, industry trade, finance, prices and marketing
information, income and expenditure, education, health, culture, and social situations for the use of the government and
the public. It is also responsible in coordinating with government departments and local government units (LGUs) on the
promotion and adoption of statistical standards involving techniques, methodologies, concepts, definitions and classifications,
and on the avoidance of duplication in the collection of statistical information. These responsibilities of the PSA strengthen
coordination and partnerships with other government agencies and even with the private sector.
With this coordination and partnership, the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) the primary policy-making,
programming, coordinating and administrative entity of the Executive Branch of the government in the field of labor and
employment and assumes the primary responsibility of promoting gainful employment opportunities and optimizing the
development and utilization of the country’s manpower resources; advancing workers’ welfare by providing for just and
humane working conditions and terms of employment; and maintaining industrial peace by promoting harmonious, equitable,
and stable employment relations that assure equal protection for the rights of all concerned parties. It is also responsible
in monitoring the workers basic rights including the monitoring thereof. In its monitoring, DOLE gathers data specifically
on the age of workers in the country. Thus, the agency conducts its Child Labor Profiling by doing a house-to-house visit
to all households nationwide to gather and generate information on the Child Labor situation of the country.
In Region 7, the Department of Labor and Employment conducted its orientation of its Community Facilitators,
Enumerators and Encoders on Child Labor Profiling last 2 – 3 August 2019 at St. Mark’s Hotel, Cebu City. They invited the
PSA-RSSO 7 as resource speakers for the two-day orientation. PSA personnel headed by Chief Statistical Specialist Leopoldo
P. Alfanta, Jr. together with Statistical Specialist II Joseph Jim D. Abadingo took their part in imparting with the DOLE field
personnel especially on the methodologies in conducting proper interview with the different household respondents. They
also shared that it is very important in all government activities to have a proper coordination with the authorities be it in the
LGUs or with the Philippine National Police and Armed Forces of the Philippines and other Law Enforcement Authorities to
ensure a harmonious and successful survey or census undertaking. The two personnel also shared their actual experiences
as field workers in conducting surveys and censuses with the former National Statistics Office (NSO) and now with the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). (J.J. Abadingo)
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Partnership and Linkages
PSA RSSO VII joins Run for Resilience and CSC R.A.C.E. to Serve
On the other hand, R.A.C.E. to Serve Fun Run is one of
the Civil Service Commission’s annual activities in celebrating
the Philippine Civil Service Anniversary. It aims to raise funds
for the Pondong Pamanang Lingkod Bayad (PLB) Program
which honors public servants who sacrificed their lives in the
service of the Filipino people. It is also an initiative to promote
healthy lifestyle and raise awareness on holistic wellness and
served as an avenue to interact with fellow public servants in
the bureaucracy, encouraging friendly competition and fostering
camaraderie.
Four employees from PSA RSSO VII pose at the Finisher’s line after the
CSC RO VII R.A.C.E. to Serve Fun Run.

The Philippine Statistics Authority-Regional Statistical
Services Office VII (PSA-RSSO VII) joined other agencies in
the Run for Resilience on 01 July 2019 at Central Command,
AFP Grounds, Cebu City and R.A.C.E. to Serve Fun Run on
01 September 2019 at the University of the Philippines Cebu
Grounds, Lahug, Cebu City.
The Run for Resilience was initiated by the Regional
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (RDRRMC)
in celebrating the National Disaster Resilience Month (NDRM)
pursuant to Executive Order No. 29, s. 2017, which shall be
observed throughout the country during the whole month of July
every year through the conduct of activities relative to building
disaster resilience. The central theme for the observance of the
2019 NDRM is “Kahandaan sa Sakuna’t Peligro Para sa Tunay
na Pagbabago”.

PSA RSSO VII is hopeful that participating this kind
of activities promote healthy lifestyle among its employees
and foster strong partnership among government agencies
in providing better public service for equitable development
towards improved quality of life for all. (P. Enfestan)

Employees of PSA RSSO VII pose together with RDRRMC Chairman, Dir.
Eugene G. Cabrera (center).

STAT-TEASE-TRICKS

A card is drawn randomly from a deck of ordinary playing cards. You
win $10 if the card is a spade or an ace. What is the probability that you
will win the game?

Answer from last quarter: Let A = the event that the first marble is black; and let B =
the event that the second marble is black. We know the following:
•
In the beginning, there are 10 marbles in the urn, 4 of which are black. Therefore,
P(A) = 4/10.
•
After the first selection, we replace the selected marble; so there are still 10 marbles
in the urn, 4 of which are black. Therefore, P(B|A) = 4/10.
Therefore, based on the rule of multiplication:
P(A ∩ B) = P(A) P(B|A)
P(A ∩ B) = (4/10)*(4/10) = 16/100 = 0.16

For more information, please contact:
PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY
REGIONAL STATISTICAL SERVICES OFFICE VII
Gaisano Capital South Building, Colon St., Cebu City
(032) 256-0592
(032) 412-6794
(032) 254-0470
psa07.rsso@gmail.com
http://rsso07.psa.gov.ph
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