
 Central Visayas opens the 
29th National Statistics Month (NSM) 
celebration on 01 October 2018 at the 
Health Management Complex, Municipality 
of Dalaguete, Cebu.

 This year’s opening ceremony 
was hosted by the Department of Tourism 
Region VII (DOT VII) that started with a 
motorcade from Plaza Independencia, 
Cebu City to Municipality of Dalaguete. 
The Municipality of Dalaguete is a 
recipient of various projects funded by 
DOT.  The kick-off was anchored on the 
theme “Exploring Philippine Wonders in 
Numbers: Statistics Towards Sustainable 
Tourism Development”. The theme reflects 
the relevance of statistics in achieving 
a sustainable and progressive tourism 
growth for our country. It also emphasizes 
the need for statistics to identify potential 
tourism havens and also areas which 
require interventions.

 Hon. Ronald Allan G. Cesante, 
Municipal Mayor of Dalaguete welcomed 

the heads and members of the Central 
Visayas Regional Statistics Committee (CV-
RSC) Member Agencies and sectors that 
included the Department of Tourism (DOT) 
VII, National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA) VII, Department of 
Science and Technology (DOST) VII, 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) VII, Department of 
Energy (DOE) VII, Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 
VII, Department of Health (DOH) VII, and 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) VII. 
Mayor Cesante, in his welcome remarks, 
expressed his gratitude to the team in 
choosing Dalaguete as the venue for the 
launching of 29th NSM. He added that 
Dalaguete is kind enough to support the 
National Agencies in providing livelihood 
programs and opportunities aside from 
vegetable farming and other industries. 
In addition, Dalaguete has been providing 
the necessary investments for eco-tourism 
since then, though he admitted that they 
are still about to rise to compete with 
other rising products and eco-tourism 
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PSA 7 now ISO 9001:2015 Certified

Employees and heads of the different member-agencies composing the Central Visayas Regional 
Statistics Committee pose during the Opening Ceremony held at the Health Management 
Complex, Dalaguete, Cebu.
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In this Issue

Auditor Mark Anthony Lugay (left) audits the management processes of RSSO VII.

 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
Regional Statistical Services Office VII (PSA 
RSSO VII) was granted ISO 9001: 2015 
Quality Management System Certification 
after passing the Certification Audit by TUV 
Rheinland on 16 November 2018. 

 During the briefing, Auditor Mark 
Anthony Lugay reminded that the audit is 
not a policing activity, rather, it is to assess 
conformity to the requirements of the office’s 
processes including the physical area of the 
office.

 Audit findings recorded eight (8) 
Opportunities for Improvement (OFI) and 

turn to page 2
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 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA 7) joins in the regional workshop for the Localization of the Philippine Development 
Plan (PDP) CY 2017-2022 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Region 7. The two-day workshop was a joint effort 
conducted by the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG 7), National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA 
7) and PSA 7. The activity was conducted at Hotel Elizabeth, Cebu City on 18-19 December 2018.

 The workshop aims to formulate provincial results matrices (RMs) reflective and/or consistent with the targeted outcomes 
and results matrices of the Regional Development Plan (RDP) and the PDP and in consideration of the SDGs to ensure vertical 
linkage of national, regional and local priorities and budgeting of plans, programs and activities (PPAs) that would contribute 
to the achievement of the RM targets aligned at the various levels. A series of workshops will be conducted in the province in 
January 2019.

 NEDA 7 Regional Director Efren B. Carreon welcomes the participants of the workshop and he made mention of the latest 
development and progress of Region 7 i.e. the completion of the Panglao International Airport located in the province of Bohol 
and the slower pace of the inflation rate of Central Visayas. Engr. Ariel E. Florendo, PSA 7 Regional Director, also gave a message 
to the participants that even how busy they were they still managed to be present in the workshop with the goal in mind what 
they are doing is for the improvement of the quality of life of every Filipino.

 The regional workshop was participated by the DILG 7, NEDA 7, PSA 7 Regional and Provincial representatives, Provincial 
Planning and Development Coordinators (PPDCs), and the City Planning and Development Coordinators (CPDCs). The PSA 7 
sent six representatives who were coming from the four provinces of the region including two from the Statistical Operation and 
Coordination Division (SOCD) to ensure availability of personnel who will provide guidance during the provincial workshops to 
be conducted in their respective provinces.

 The PSA 7 representatives were as follows: CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. and SrSS Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. (SOCD); CSS Ariel 
T. Fortuito (Negros Oriental); SS II Fidel Antopina (Bohol), SS II Kathy Timosa (Cebu); and SS II Jill Bernadette Abing (Siquijor).

 During the workshop, the PSA provide guidance in the determination of applicable indicators in the RMs for inclusion 
in the provincial RM and identification of Co-Re IS and other applicable indicators that are aligned with the  PDP/RDP chapters/
outcomes and SDGs.

 CSS Alfanta discussed about the efforts on the Localization of the SDG indicators monitoring, highlighting the indicators 
with provincial disaggregation as well as the Co-Re IS. Likewise, SrSS Sato discussed intensively the sixty-four SDG indicators 
with provincial disaggregation and the guideline in mapping SDG indicators to the RDP RMs of region 7. He emphasized that in 
identifying indicators it should have a readily available provincial data and if possible, data source of the indicators will be coming 
from the official data source. (F. Sato, Jr.)

PSA 7 joins Regional Workshop on the Localization of 
the Philippine Development Plan (PDP) CY 2017-2022 
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

From left: Chief Statistical Specialist Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. and Senior Statistical Specialist Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., provide guidance in mapping the SDG 
indicators to the regional matrices of the RDP of Central Visayas.

no Non-Conformity (NC). 

 Stair-step activities were conducted prior to the final 
check which include among others, First Party Internal Audit on 
24 July 2018 and the QMS Technical Guidance Implementation 
Check on 29 August 2018. QMS-related workshops, consultative 

meetings/discussions, pseudo-internal audits, benchmarking in 
Caraga Region, and capability-building activities were initiated by 
the regional office to ensure QMS requirements are addressed 
prior to the Certification Audit. (B.J. Bacurnay)

PSA 7 now ISO...
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Central Visayas opens ...  

not just in Central Visayas but hopefully to the world as well. In 
his conclusion, he is open to suggestions of valuable ideas from 
these agencies on how they can compete and thrive to survive 
locally and internationally.

 Director Efren Carreon, the chair of the Regional Statistics 
Committee and Regional Director of NEDA VII delivered his 
keynote speech. He thanked Mayor Cesante for accommodating 
and congratulated for his active support on tourism development 
of his town. He admitted that this was the first time the region 
do-away the traditional opening program of the NSM since the 
agencies were brought outside their regional offices closer to the 
people and to appreciate the eco-tourism sites that they want to 
promote in line with the theme and the development plan of the 
province. Tourism, according to Director Carreon, contributed 
around 12.2% of the gross domestic product of the country based 
on The Philippine Tourism Satellite Accounts (PTSA) compiled by 

the Philippine Statistics Authority. He strongly believed however, 
that the tourism industry contributes more than the statistical 
survey data, it is more than 12.2% in Central Visayas. He further 
explained that most people in Central Visayas has been enjoying 
high tourist arrivals since most of the transportation process are 
mostly well-developed and is mobile. It is expected that more 
tourists (domestic and foreign) will flock in the region following 
the opening of Mactan Cebu International Airport Terminal 2, 
soon-to-open new Bohol International Airport in Panglao Island, 
completion of Siquijor Airport Terminal and the proposed new 
Dumaguete International Airport which is now on its final stage 
of feasibility study for funding. He concluded that the arrivals of 
tourist both local and international alike is what inspired them in 
their service of bringing the best experience in local tourism in 
our country. Right after his speech, variety of cultural dances from 
the high school students of Dalaguete National High School and 
elementary students from Cawayan Elementary School entertained 
the visitors.

 

Ms. Judilyn S. Quiachon, Chief of Staff / Supervising Tourism 
Operations Officer of DOT VII, shared the 2017 Tourism Statistics 
and its Relevance to Sustainable Tourism Development. The main 
component of her speech apparently was the presentation of data 
gathered from 2017 up to the present and the statistical framework 
for tourism — one that integrates the various dimensions of 
sustainable tourism (economic, environmental and social) and 
across relevant spatial levels (global, national and subnational). 
She said that Dalaguete is one of the municipalities in the region 
that truly supports the development of tourism sites thereby 
recipient of several projects of DOT together with the Department 
of Public Works and Highways. She ended that sustainable tourism 
is increasingly relevant in national agendas for its role in fostering 
economic growth, social inclusiveness and the protection of cultural 
and natural assets.

 The closing remarks was delivered by Director Ariel E. 
Florendo, Vice-chair of the Regional Statistics Committee and 

Regional Director of PSA VII. He expressed how astounded he was 
for just being there since it was his first time to be in Dalaguete. 
He appreciated the economic growth of Dalaguete as a first-class 
municipality and can still see its potentials. Aside from that, he 
promised to come back someday with his family to explore more 
of the town.

        
 In the afternoon, member agencies of CV-RSC, were 
made to explore Dalaguete during the technical assessment of Mt. 
Talongon, Osmena Peak and the Trading Center at Mantalongon. 
This is one way of evaluating the tourist sites at the same time 
appreciating the wonders of the Philippines. Many of them were 
able to buy fresh vegetables from the Trading Center. They enjoyed 
fresh air at the top of Osmeña Peak and took endless photos at 
the flower garden. 

 The CV-RSC, in its expression of gratitude, gave Mayor 
Cesante a plaque of appreciation in his valuable support and 
cooperation that made the conduct of the 29th National Statistics 
Month opening ceremony an overwhelming success.

 The annual celebration of National Statistics Month is 
pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 647, “Declaring the 
Month of October of Every Year as the National Statistics Month.” 
The NSM aims to: (a) promote, enhance and instill awareness 
and appreciation on the importance and value of statistics to 
the different sectors of the society; and (b) elicit the cooperation 
and support of the general public in upgrading the quality and 
standards of statistics in the country. (P. Enfestan)

Mayor Ronald Allan G. Cesante delivers his welcome address during the 29th 

NSM  Opening Ceremony

Director Efren B. Carreon, CV-RSC Chair and Regional Director of NEDA VII 
delivers his keynote speech.

Engr. Ariel E. Florendo, CV-RSC Vice-Chair and Regional Director of PSA VII, 
delivers his closing remarks.

Ms. Judilyn S. Quiachon, Chief of Staff/Supervising Tourism Operations officer 
of DOT VII, shares the 2017 Tourism Statistics and its Relevance to Sustainable 
Tourism Development

Technical Assessment at the breath-taking Osmeña Peak
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 Pursuant to Republic Act 10625, also known as the Philippine 
Statistical Act of 2013, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) is 
mandated to prescribe and maintain uniform statistical standards 
and classification systems to harmonize and ensure comparability of 
government statistics based on international standards/guidelines, 
such as the United Nations international standard classification 
systems.

 One of the national standard classification systems being 
maintained by the PSA is the Philippine Standard Classification 
of Education (PSCED). The PSCED is a detailed classification of 
all educational levels in the Philippine educational system. It is 
based upon two principal criteria, namely: (1) level of education, 
and; (2) subject-matter content of the study. It is patterned after 
the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) 
developed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for the purpose of assembling, 
compiling, and presenting education statistics, both nationally and 
internationally.

 So far, the Philippines has prepared the following 
classifications of education patterned after the corresponding 
international standard classifications of education:

Philippine Standard 
Classification of Eduaction

International Standard 
Classification of Education

1994 PSCED
1997 PSCED 1976 ISCED

2008 PSCED 1997 ISCED

2017 PSCED 2011 ISCED
2013 ISCED-F

 Thus, on the table shown, the 2017 PSCED is the latest 
version of updates on the PSCED which is aligned after the 2011 
ISCED and 2013 ISCED Fields of Education (ISCED-F) both developed 
by UNESCO.

 In the Philippines, a Technical Working Group on Education 
Classification (TWGEC) was created to oversee the crafting of 
the 2017 PSCED. It was chaired by the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) together with its members: Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA), Department of Labor 
and Employment – Bureau of Local Employment (DOLE-BLE), 
Department of Science and Technology – Science Education Institute 
(DOST-SEI), National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA), Professional 
Regulations Commission (PRC), UNESCO National Commission of 
the Philippines (UNACOM) and the PSA. The TWGEC then submitted 
the crafted draft to the PSA Inter-Agency Committee on Statistical 
Standards and Classification (IACSSC) for endorsement to the PSA 
Board and it was approved with the PSA Board through PSA Board 
Resolution No. 13, Series of 2017 for adoption by all concerned 
government agencies and instrumentalities.

 Presently, PSA maintains seven (7) classification systems 
namely: 2009 Philippine Classification of Individual Consumption 
According to Purpose (PCOICOP); 2002 Philippine Central Product 
Classification (PCPC); 2018 Philippine Standard Geographic 
Classification (PSGC); 2009 Philippine Standard Industrial Classification 

(PSIC); 2012 Philippine Standard Occupational Classification (PSOC); 
2015 Philippine Standard Commodity Classification (PSCC); and 
the updated 2017 Philippine Standard Classification of Education 
(PSCED).

 The Tri-Regional dissemination forum for the updated 
2017 PSCED was conducted last 26 November 2018 at One Central 
Hotel located along Sanciangko St., Cebu City. It was hosted by Mr. 
Peter Enfestan of PSA-7. Assistant Secretary Josie B. Perez, in her 
welcome address, quoted that a dissemination forum is actually 
a celebration – a celebration because of a major output has been 
completed, after a long period of preparation, review and final 
evaluation. It is also a reason to rejoice because the national and 
international social statistical classifications like the PSCED are 
being revised every ten to twenty years only. She added that the 
dissemination forum aims to facilitate and enhance the coordination 
and integration of efforts towards the improvement of education 
statistics in the Philippine Statistical System (PSS) through the 
use of common statistical standards and classification systems.  
Furthermore, this is to ensure awareness of the various standard 
statistical classification systems like the PSCED, both at the local and 
national levels. DNS Perez then stated that education is the most 
potent tool that can break the vicious cycle of poverty along with 
the passage of Republic Act 10533, also known as the Enhanced 
Basic Education Act of 2013, the Conditional Cash Transfer Program, 
Unconditional Cash Transfer Program and recently Republic Act 
10931 or the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education of 
2015 which provides free college education. Hence, it is but timely 
for the adoption of the 2017 PSCED so that we can come up with 
an overall picture of the progress and accomplishments of these 
programs. 

 Assistant National Statistician Candido J. Astrologo, Jr. then 
presented the highlights and salient provisions of the updated 2017 
PSCED to the participants. Then a presentation on the automation 
of the classification codes was presented to the group which then 
can be downloaded through Google Playstore for android devices. 
An open forum followed.  

 Chief Statistical Specialist Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. closed 
the program thanking the participants from the academe, other 
government agencies, and PSA personnel especially from Regions 
6 and 8 and Central Office. (J.J. Abadingo)

Assistant National Statistician Candido Astrologo, Jr., dicusses the salient 
features of the 2017 Phippine Standard Classification of Education (PSCED)

Asec. Josie Perez, Deputy National Statistician for Censuses and Technical 
Coordination Office, welcomes the participants during the forum

PSA 7 hosts Tri-Regional PSCED Dissemination Forum

PSA 6, 7, 8 and CO personnel during the PSCED  Data Forum
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 The Civil Registration and Administrative Support 
Division-PSA RSSO VII conducted a Local Civil Registrars’ Forum 
with topics on the Updates on Civil Registration and Republic 
Act 10173 or the “Data Privacy Act” held at Montebello Villa 
Hotel, Banilad Cebu City on 20 December 2018. Local Civil 
Registrars of Bohol and Cebu were among the participants and 
selected employees of RSSO VII served as resource persons. 
PSA VII Regional Director Ariel Florendo, Bohol CSS- PSO 
Jessamyn Anne C. Alcazaren and Cebu CSS-PSO Firmo C. 
Diputado graced the event.

 The forum served as an avenue to disseminate 
information on some updates affecting the civil registration 
services including a revisit of the BREQS Memorandum of 
Agreement and its process, PSA’s Initiatives on Civil Registration 
in the context of the Quality Management System, and a 
presentation (form and process) to tackle the Special Request 
of BREQS partners.

 Issues, concerns, suggestions and recommendations 
from the LCRs being the office’s relevant interested party were 
also identified and solicited in the forum. (B.J. Bacurnay)

Participants of the PSA 7 2019 RPW during the photo-op

PSA 7 and LCRs in a forum

 To ensure that the Office’s 2019 Work Programs 
will be successfully implemented, PSA VII held its Annual 
Regional Planning Workshop (RPW) on 12-14 December 2018 at 
SotoGrande Hotel and Resort, Angasil Road, Mactan, Lapu-Lapu 
City, Cebu. Sixty-one (61) regular and JO personnel participated 
in the planning workshop geared towards the theme: “Working 
Smarter through Innovation.”

 RD Ariel E. Florendo, in his inspirational message, urged 
the participants “to think outside-the-box not only to conform 
with PSA’s innovation advocacy but for everyone to further 
excel in service delivery and be able to delight its clientele.”

 Presentation of each of the division’s 2018 
accomplishments, knowledge sharing, informative discourses 
on PSA’s services and field operations, a review on ethical public 
standards were among those that were contained in the plenary. 
Speakers were officials and selected employees in the region 
with specialized knowledge on each of the topic identified. 

 ANS Candido Astrologo of the Standards Service 
represented the management, who with his expertise discussed 
the Coding and Classification Standards used by PSA.

Participants of the LCR Forum

The jam-packed force of PSA 7 during the 2018 General Assembly

PSA 7 conducts RPW 2019 and 
GA 2018

 As its year-end culminating activity, the 2018 General Assembly (GA 2018) concluded the three-day planning workshop 
with all employees, both regular and job order personnel, participating in the different sessions. One of the innovations for the GA 
2018 were the break-out sessions on technical writing, infographics and basic statistics. Topics concerning the Union of Statistics 
Employees (USE) were extensively presented during the plenary by Mr. Audie P. Opeña and Ms. Leilan Suerte L. Lacbayan of USE-
Central Office.

 The retro-themed fellowship night closed the traditional annual activity of the region. (B.J. Bacurnay)
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The Regional Statistics Committee (RSC) of Central Visayas 
Approves Three Resolutions
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 The Regional Statistics Committee (RSC), as the 
regional counterpart of the PSA Board, provides direction and 
guidance to regional/local development activities and serves as 
a venue for discussion and resolution of statistical issues at the 
local level as provided under PSA Board Resolution No. 3.

 The RSC Central Visayas conducted its fourth quarter 
regular meeting on 11 December 2018 at the Conference Hall of 
the Department of Budget and Management (DBM 7), Sudlon, 
Lahug, Cebu City. The matters for discussion were the proposed 
2019 RSC Meeting schedules, presentation of the result of the 
regional assessment of the regional Sustainable Development 

Goals Indicators (SDGIs) for Central Visayas, conduct of January 
2019 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) Second 
Visit, presentation of the TWGs cost estimate and a short report 
of the 3rd RSC Summit. The other matters discussed were for 
information of the RSC the availability of the PSA publications 
like the 2018 Women and Men (WAM) and the 2018 Regional 
Social and Economic Trends (RSET) for Central Visayas.

 There were three resolutions approved by the RSC, i.e. 
RSC Resolution No. 5 “Approving and Adopting the Schedule 
of Regular Meetings of the Central Visayas Regional Statistical 
Committee (RSC) for CY 2019”; RSC Resolution No. 6 “Enjoining 
All Regional Line Agencies and Local Government Units 
and Requesting the Private Sector to Support the Progress 
Monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
in Central Visayas”; and RSC Resolution No. 7 “Enjoining All 
Regional Line Agencies, Local Government Units and the 
Private Sector to Support the Conduct of the Family Income and 
Expenditure Survey (FIES) of the Philippine Statistics Authority”.

 Regional Director Efren B. Carreon, RSC CV Chairman, 
was very thankful to all the RSC members for its unwavering 
support to the committee for the year 2018. (F. Sato, Jr.)

The Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee members with RD Efren 
Carreon of NEDA 7 presiding the meeting.

PSA 7 attends the Population Development (POPDev) Conference
 The PSA-7 was invited by the Commission on Population 
7 (POPCOM 7) to react on the topic “Harvesting from the 
Demographic Transition and Demographic Dividend: Philippine 
Development Plan 2017-2022” during their Population 
Development (POPDev) conference on 26 November 2018 at 
Golden Prince Hotel, Cebu City. The conference was attended 
by planning officers and stakeholders from the different local 
government units (LGUs) and government agencies in region 7 
to hear important updates and significant inputs with regards to 
POPDev integration and planning as a key strategy in achieving 
inclusive and sustainable development at the local level.

 Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., Senior Statistical Specialist 
of PSA 7, attended and made a reaction on the said topic. 
He made mention that while the PSA exercises its mandate 
to generate general purpose statistics, the PSA was happy 
to note that data was of used in the formulation of analysis 
and strategies in harvesting from the so-called demographic 
transition and demographic dividend. He quoted a statement 
from a demographic analyst that demographic dividend is the 
economic growth that may result from changes to a country’s 
age structure, due to the shift from living short lives and having 
large families to living long lives and having small families. 
Because of this change in age distribution, fewer investments 
are needed to meet the needs of the youngest age groups 
and resources are freed up. This means that the labor force is 
growing more rapidly than the population that is dependent 
on it, creating a window for faster economic growth and family 
welfare. 

 He said further, that one of the benefits of a 
demographic dividend is about Human Capital, decreases in 

fertility rates result in healthier women and fewer economic 
pressures at home. But the challenge is that there is a high 
fertility rate among poor households as reported in the recent 
result of the 2017 National Demographic and Health Survey 
(NDHS).

 Looking at the opportunity to showcase the latest data 
generated by the PSA, Engr. Sato presented the findings of the 
2017 NDHS for Central Visayas more specifically in the areas 
of fertility, family planning, maternal health care and childhood 
mortality. In addition to this, the labor employment situation of 
Central Visayas was also presented.

 Among the invited reactors during the conference 
were representatives coming from the Department of Health 
(DOH 7), Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG 
7), Commission on Population (POPCOM 7) and the Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA 7). (F. Sato, Jr.)

Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. (second from the right), PSA 7, SOCD receives the 
certificate of appreciation
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PSA 7 partners CHED 7 for 29th NSM Activities
 Pursuant to the PSA Memorandum Circular No. 2018-01 
“Celebration of the 29th National Statistics Month (NSM) in October 
2018” dated 10 July 2018 and signed by Ernesto M. Pernia, Ph.D., 
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary and Chairperson of the PSA Board, 
do hereby enjoined all agencies of the government, local government 
units, academic institutions, state universities and colleges, and 

the private sector at the national and subnational levels to actively 
participate in and support the celebration of the 29th NSM in October 
2018.

 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)- RSSO 7 partnered 
with the Commission on Higher Education (CHED 7) in the conduct 
on the spot kwentong stats writing contest, poster making contest 
and digital short film making to Higher Education Institution (HEI) 
college students both the public and private schools in Region 7 
conducted in the afternoon of 5 October 2018. The contest takes 
into cognizant the year’s NSM theme “Exploring Philippine Wonders 
in Numbers: Statistics Towards Sustainable Tourism Development.”

 A total of twelve (12) entries for all categories were received 
by the organizing committee. The schools who participated in the 
contest were Golden Success College (GSC), Mandaue City, Cebu; 
University of the Visayas (UV), Mandaue and Cebu City campuses; 
Cebu Eastern College (CEC), Cebu City; Cebu Technological University 
(CTU), Main Campus, Cebu City; Bohol Island State University, Main 
Campus, Bohol; and Mandaue City College (MCC), Cebu. The contest 
was conducted on 5 October 2018 at SM City North Food Court 
where the public was able to witness the entire activity. The contest 
guidelines and the criteria for judging was based from CHED Office 
Memorandum Circular signed by J. Prospero E. De Vera III, DPA, 
Officer-in-Charge of CHED.

 The objective of the contest was aimed to promote and instill 
awareness among college students and eventually can appreciate the 
importance and value of statistics. Since the activity was conducted in 
a public place or venue where the public can also see for themselves, 
thus this will also elicit the cooperation and support of the general 
public by upgrading the quality and standards of statistics in the 
country.

 The programme started with the invocation and the singing of 
the National Anthem with the rendition from the Cebu Technological 
University Choir. The participants were welcome and acknowledged 
by Dr. Carlyn Dela Peña, Education Supervisor, CHED 7 followed by 
an inspirational message by Engr. Ariel Florendo, Regional Director, 
PSA 7. He emphasized the importance of statistics in evidence-based 
decision making and the objective of conducting the activity. He was 
overwhelmed to know that the activity was done at the mall where 
the public can also see for themselves the activity and to eventually 
appreciate the value and importance of statistics in improving the 
lives of the Filipino people. He was thankful partnering with CHED 
7 wherein it was the first time that such event was conducted in the 
mall.

 Ms. Renelyn Enriquez, a representative from the Department 
of Tourism (DOT 7) gave a message about the contribution of the 
tourism industry in the country as this was in line with the NSM 
theme . She said that based from the Philippine Tourism Satellite 
Account (PTSA) compiled by the PSA shows that the tourism industry 
contributed 12.2 percent to the Philippine economy in 2017 which 
is 24.2 percent higher than that of the previous year, and that there 
were 5.3 million people employed in this industry for the same year.

 A five man member composed the board of judges for the 
contest:

Chair:    Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., PSA 7
Members:         Dr. Michael Mallari, CHED 7
  Ms. Aurelia M. Canda, PSA Siquijor
  Ms. Renelyn Enriquez, DOT 7
  Dr. Carlyn M. Dela Peña, CHED 7. 

 The list of winners for the three categories of competition 
the Poster Making Contest, Kwentong Stats writing contest and 
Digital Shorts film making were as follows: 

CATEGORY A. POSTER MAKING CONTEST
Rank Rating Name of Contestant School

1 87.92 Nugal, Celeste Mae A. Cebu Technological University - 
Main Campus

2 82.60 Garcia, Andrian E. Golden Success College, Main

3 77.10 Gimena, Danica Jade Golden Success College, Main

CATEGORY B. KWENTONG STATS ESSAY WRITING CONTEST
Rank Rating Name of Contestant School

1 85.62 Tanglangit, Glenna Shem Cebu Eastern College

2 82.66 Senon, Shazneelyn Golden Success College, Main

3 78.00 Presbiterio, Liezl Golden Success College, Main

CATEGORY C. DIGITAL SHORTS FILM MAKING CONTEST
Rank Rating Name of Contestant School

1 81.70 Macunte, Soreen
Ceballos, Kent Allyson M. Golden Success College, Main

2 77.90 Arriesgado, Emmanuel E.
Quilaneta, Asher James N. Cebu Eastern College

 The contest ended with the closing message by Engr. Leopoldo 
P. Alfanta, Jr. who was very thankful for all the people behind the 
success of the contest where the objectives of the activity really 
met and it was also an accomplishment for both the organizers and 
the participating schools in promoting awareness among college 
students the importance of statistics in their daily lives. (F. Sato, Jr.)

The winners of 2018 NSM Poster Making, Kwentong Stats Essay Writing and 
Digital Shorts Film Making Competitions pose together with the board of 
judges and the host

Contestants, coaches, judges, and PSA personnel pose together with RD Ariel 
E. Florendo during the photo-op.
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 Pursuant to the Memorandum Circular No. 01-2018 signed 
by Dr. Ernesto M. Pernia, Socioeconomic Planning Secretary and 

Director-General of National Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA), all Heads of Executive Departments, Agencies, Bureaus, 
Offices, State Universities and Colleges (SUCs), Government Owned 
and Controlled Corporations (GOCCs), Legislative and Judiciary 
Branches, Constitutional Bodies, Local Government Units (LGUs) and 
other Government Instrumentalities are enjoined in celebrating the 
week-long 2018 Economic and Financial Literacy Week. The theme 
for this year’s celebration is “National Identification for Greater 
Economic and Financial Inclusion: Sa Pag-angat ng Ekonomiya 
at Pinansya: Lahat Makakasali, Kapag May Pambansang ID”.

 In consonance to the Memorandum Circular, PSA RSSO 
7 conducted an information dissemination on the latest updates 
on the Philippine Identification System or PhilSys and a Lecture 
on Financial Literacy thru an Advocacy Video on 8 November 
2018 at the Conference Room. The activity aims to inform the 
participants on the latest updates of the National ID System and 
provide basic financial literacy to capacitate them with sound 
financial management. (F. Sato, Jr.)

PSA 7 joins in the celebration of 2018 Economic and Financial 
Literacy Week

Personnel of PSA RSSO VII pose during the 2018 Economic and Financial 
Literacy Week
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 PSA 7 was invited by the University of the Philippines 
Cebu Math Major’s Circle (UPCMMC) as Guest Speaker during 
the school’s opening ceremony for 29th National Statistics Month 
(NSM) on 1 October 2018.

 Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. Senior Statistical Specialist 
of PSA 7 graced the annual celebration at UP Cebu Campus 
and  discussed about the importance of statistics in countryside 
development. In line with this, the 29th NSM has for its theme 
– “Exploring Philippine Wonders in Numbers: Statistics Towards 
Sustainable Tourism Development”. He emphasized that the 
theme reflects the relevance of statistics in achieving a sustainable 
and progressive tourism growth for our country. Furthermore, the 
theme also focuses on the need for statistics to identify potential 
tourism havens and also areas which require intervention.

 To deepen the appreciation of statistics among the 
math major students, the results of the 2016 Household Survey 
on Domestic Visitors (HSDV) and the 2017 Philippine Tourism 
Satellite Accounts (PTSA) were presented. (F. Sato, Jr.)

PSA 7 talks on the Importance of Statistics at UPC Math Major’s Circle

Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. talks the importance of statistics to UPCMMC


