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 According to the result of the 
2016 Household Survey on Domestic 
Visitors (2016 HSDV), the provinces 
of Bohol and Cebu ranked 6th and 
7th most visited places by domestic 
tourists whose main purpose of travel 
is for pleasure or vacation during the 
period from April 1, 2016 to September 
30, 2016, respectively. Completing the 
list is the National Capital Region (1st), 
Negros Occidental (2nd), Pangasinan 
(3rd), Cavite (4th) and Quezon (5th). 
The most visited attractions cited in 
the survey were malls, churches and 
beaches.

 Among the main purpose of 
travel cited, the intention to travel for 

pleasure/vacation comprises about 
41.6%, seconded by  visit friends or 
relatives at 32.1% and for religion or 
on a pilgrimage trip at 6.2%.  About 
65.3% of the travelers who went for 
pleasure or vacation stayed at home 
of friends or relatives during their 
most recent trip, while 9.9% opted to 
stay in resorts and 9.4% were lodged 
in hotels. 

 The long weekend holiday 
during the Christmas Day accounted 
for about 47.9% most travelled days 
in the past twelve months prior to 
the data collection period, followed 
by All Saints’ Day at 39.8% and the 
Holy Week at 27.0%.
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Bohol, Cebu among the Top Most 
Visited Places

turn to page 4

RD Florendo returns to PSA Region VII

 Regional Director Ariel E. 
Florendo returns to PSA Central 
Visayas last October 2, 2017 following 
the revocation of PSA Negros Island 
Region. A symbolic turnover of the key 
of PSA Central Visayas to RD Ariel E. 
Florendo from  RD Ronaldo A. Taghap 
held in a ceremony last October 9, 
2017 at the PSA Regional Office 

VII. Present during the ceremony 
were PSO Ariel T. Fortuito of Negros 
Oriental, PSO Firmo C. Diputado of 
Cebu Province, OIC-PSO Felicisimo 
B. Valios of Siquijor, OIC-PSO Jocelyn 
S. Sarmiento of Bohol, SOCD Chief 
Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., CRASD 
Chief Edwina M. Carriaga, some key 
personnel of the provincial offices and 

RD Ronaldo A. Taghap turnovers  the symbolic key of PSA Region VII to RD Ariel E. Florendo

PSA Central Visayas launches 
its own Regional Website

 The Philippine Statistics Authority, 
Regional Statistical Services Office 7 
(PSA-RSSO 7) had a soft launching of 
its regional website last December 15, 
2017 during the Opening of the Central 
Visayas General Assembly at Sierra Resort, 

turn to page 3turn to page 4

PSA Central Visayas 
Officials and Personnel 
with NS Lisa Grace 
Bersales during the 2017 
General Assembly.

Homepage of the regional website
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 PSA RSSO VII  has 
successfully conducted a Data 
Dissemination Forum on the 
Demographic and Socio-Economic 
characteristic of Central Visayas 
based on the 2015 Census of 
Population (2015 POPCEN) last 
November 14, 2017 at the Bayfront 
Hotel, Cebu City.

 In his welcome remarks, 
Engr. Ariel E. Florendo, Regional 
Director of PSA 7 thanked the 
participants in gracing the forum 
despite their busy and hectic 
schedules. He emphasized three 
things using the acronym GOD. 
First is Good News because 
the result is a reflection of our 
existence. Second is the Objective 
of the forum which served as an 
avenue of our national/regional 
and local chief executives, policy 
makers, and programmers 
as bases in the formulation of 
social and economic development 
plans, policies, and programs.  The 
census results can also be used 
by the private sectors, academe, 
and researchers in their studies 
to identify sites for establishing 
businesses, among others. Third 
is Decision in which the forum is 
timely in the preparation for a 20 or 
25-year evidence-based vision as 
we are advocating the importance 
of statistics for a Matatag, Panatag, 
and Maginhawang Buhay for all 
Filipinos. 

 Key officials of PSA 7 were 
the presenters during the said 
forum. The background of the 
2015 POPCEN was discussed and 
presented by Engr. Felixberto M. 

Sato, Jr., Senior Statistical Specialist. 
followed by the presentation 
of the 2015 POPCEN Socio-
Economic and Demographics by 
Ms. Myrna Trinidad T. Cataluña, 
Senior Statistical Specialist. Ms. 
Aurelia M. Canda, Supervising 
Statistical Specialist presented 
the Population Density. Lastly, 
Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., Chief 
Statistical Specialist presented the 
Population Counts by Legislative 
District. 

         The keynote speaker, Ms. 
Maria Teresa S. Alambra, Chief 
of the Policy Formulation and 
Planning Division of NEDA 7, 
stressed that she is a heavy user 
of data and information of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority. She 
commented that the results of 
the 2015 Census of Population 
confirmed what we are seeing 
and perceiving as on-going trend 
in the Philippines and Central 
Visayas in particular. She cited two 
indicators. One is the increasing 
densification of Central Visayas, 
which makes Central Visayas the 
fourth densely populated next to 
NCR, CALABARZON and Central 
Luzon. Central Visayas is the sixth 
smallest in land area which also 
explain why we are one of the 
densely populated. What she 
was looking forward in this data 
dissemination which was missing 
was the urbanization level or data 
on urbanization. Because looking 
only on the population density, 
this cannot get the total picture 
on population movements. The 
other scenario she cited was the 
“aging population” or maybe 
not aging but more mature or 

grows older population. There 
was an increased in median age, 
although 24.2 years old was still 
young but there was a tendency 
towards growing older or “aging 
population”. 

 Ms. Alambra also revealed 
that there was a growing concern 
on teenage pregnancy. A populous 
structure with a large working 

age population and a smaller 
proportion of young dependence 
is an appropriate situation in the 
pursuit of development. Bigger 
working force and smaller young 
dependent is said to have made 
so called demographic transition, 
which provide a vast opportunity 
for higher economic growth to 
take place which term as the 
demographic dividend, which is 
now a password of government. 
Optimizing the demographic 
dividend is one of the key 
strategies to the Philippines and 
regional development plan to raise 
the economy’s potential growth to 
enable to achieve the Ambisyon 
2040. The demographic dividend is 
attained in the transition that takes 
place when birth and mortality 
declined and the government 

spending less on the needs of the 
youngest and oldest age groups. 

 Another major strategy, 
Ms. Alambra added, is the 
establishment of sub national 
population and development 
data for planning and program 
formulation specially in planning 
interventions in health, education, 
employment, infrastructure and 
economic development. As often 
cited appropriateness of the 
interventions rest on the quality 
of data and information that 
reaches the planners and decision 
makers. The holding of the data 
dissemination forum on 2015 
Census of Population based after 
the national planning conference 
was very timely as it allowed the 
issues pertaining to population 
and related demographic data to 
be discussed.

 Ms. Alambra ended by 
thanking the PSA in conducting 
this forum and looking forward 
for similar fora for another data 
and key indicators for continuing 
effort to promote evidence-based 
planning. She quoted, “What is 

planned, based on validated data 
or evidence is a step to right 
direction”

 An open forum followed 
right after the speech of the keynote 
speaker. This was facilitated by Mr. 
Noel Rafols, Information Officer of 
PSA 7, acting as the moderator. RD 
Florendo announced the launching 
of the regional website of PSA 
Central Visayas. Then the giving of 
certificate to the keynote speaker 
followed.

 Ms. Edwina M. Carriaga, 
Chief Administrative Officer of 
PSA 7, gave the closing remarks. 
Mr. Cayylord Niala, Statistical 
Specialist II of PSA 7 served as 
the emcee during the forum. (P. 
Enfestan)

PSA RSSO VII conducts 2015 POPCEN Data Dissemination Forum

RD Ariel Florendo delivers his welcome remarks

Engr. Felixberto M. Sato, Jr., Senior  Statis-
tical Specialist presents the background 
of the 2015 POPCEN

Myrna Trinidad T. Cataluña, Senior Statis-
tical Specialist presents the 2015 POPCEN 
Socio-Economic and Demographics

Ms. Aurelia M. Canda, Supervising 
Statistical Specialist presents the 
Population Density

Engr. Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., Chief 
Statistical Specialist presents the 
Population Counts by Legislative 
District

Maria Teresa S. Alambra, Chief of the Policy Pormulation and Planning Division of 
NEDA 7  gives her insights about the data presented.
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 The Annual Poverty Indicators Survey 
(APIS) is a nationwide survey that presents 
data on socioeconomic profile of Filipino 
families, and other information that relates 
to their living condition. It provides inputs to 
the development of an integrated poverty 
indicator and monitoring system in the 
country, hence, useful to policymakers and 
researchers in analyzing poverty situation, 
and in planning, assessing, and evaluating 
various programs designed for the poor 
through the use of non-income indicators.

    Levels of training were conducted 
that includes Task Force (TF) training attended 
by the Regional Focal Person (RFP), followed 
by the second level training attended by 
the Provincial Focal Persons and the hired 
Statistical Researchers (SRs). Supervision 
was done by both regional and provincial 
supervisors to monitor the Statistical 
Researchers (SRs).

 After enumeration manual processing 
at the Provincial Offices and machine 
processing at the Regional Office with one 
hundred percent (100%) data encoding and 
verification was done to ensure quality of data. 
Data evaluation headed by PSA Central Office 
was done on 27 November to 1 December 
2017 attended by Regional Focal Person.

 This APIS 2017 operations started 
on the month of June 2017 and ended on 
December 2017. (C. Pohanes)

PSA Central Visayas hosts the Training on Regional 
Accounts for Visayas Group 
 The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) Visayas Regions converged in Cebu 
for a two-day training/workshop on the regional accounts on 12-13 October 2017 
at Pacific Cebu Resort International in Lapu-Lapu City. This training was initiated by 
the Production and Expenditure Accounts Division of the Macroeconomic Accounts 
Service of PSA.  There were four (4) participants each from Western and Eastern 
Visayas and ten (10) from Central Visayas.  The PSA Central Office team was headed 
by the division chiefs Mr. Florande S. Polistico of Production Accounts Division (PAD) 
and Mr. Mark C. Pascasio of Expenditure Accounts Division (EAD).

 The training focused on the Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP) and 
Gross Regional Domestic Expenditure (GRDE).  The topics include the concepts, scope 
and coverage, estimation process and methodology, overview of the accounting 
framework of the System of National Accounts among others.  The various components 
of the GRDP were briefly discussed by the sector specialists of PSA Central Office. 

 The training aimed to capacitate the field personnel and at the same time 
served as an avenue to raise some issues and concern to further improve the quality 
of the products and services of the office.  Deputy National Statistician on Sectoral 
Statistics Romeo S. Recide emphasized in his message the importance of the regional 
accounts. He said that GRDP is one of the most in demand and requested data both 
from the national and local planners, policy makers and other stakeholders. (C. 
Pohanes)

PSA Central Visayas handles 
the conduct of the 2017 APIS

The participants and central office trainers pose for group picture with DNS Romeo Recede

Dauin, Negros Oriental. The soft launching was witnessed 
by Undersecretary Lisa Grace S. Bersales and Regional 
Director Ariel E. Florendo. The official launching of the 
official regional website of region 7 was on December 27, 
2017.

 The regional website will serve as a dissemination 
channel in addressing the increasing demand for reliable 
and timely statistical data and civil registration information 

from the clients and stakeholders. The PSA-7 website is still 
in the process of improvement to provide clientele various 
statistical figures of the respective provinces in the region 
and thus be able to cater to the present needs of its clients.

 The PSA-7 Official Website can be accessed through 
the link http://rsso07.psa.gov.ph. (F. Sato, Jr.)

PSA Central Visayas launches ...

Mr. Peter Enfestan presents the website during the final launching of region 
on December 27, 2017

SSS Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. presents the regional website during the soft launching 
on December 15, 2017 at Sierra Resort, Dauin, Negros Oriental
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 The Social Sector Statistics 
Service (SSSS), Income and Employment 
Statistics Division   (IESD) in coordination 
with the Information Technology and 
Dissemination Service (ITDS), Systems 
Development Division (SDD), National 
Censuses Service (NCS) and Census 

Planning and Coordination Division (CPCD) 
conducted a pilot test to compare the 
use of PAPI (Paper and Pencil Interview) 
with CAPI (Computer Aided Personal 
Interview) using the Survey Solutions in 
interviewing Labor Force Survey (LFS) 
sample households. 

 The province of Negros Oriental 
was chosen for the Pilot Test on LFS. 
Provincial Training on the conduct of Pilot 
Survey on LFS using Survey Solutions was 
undertaken last November 22-24, 2017 at 
Sierra Resort, Dauin, Negros Oriental. 

 The said training was spearheaded 
by the IESD and ITDS staffs from Central 
office and was participated by two (2) 
personnel from RSSO VII who will serve 
as the headquarters, six (6) personnel 
from Negros Oriental wherein four (4) of 

them serves as supervisors and eleven (11) 
hired Statistical Researchers to augment 
the enumeration. Data collection using 
both PAPI and CAPI will be conducted 
simultaneously on 27 November to 15 
December 2017, including Saturdays and 
Holidays. (E. M. Quiñones)

 The result of the survey also 
shows that three (3) in every five (5) 
Pinoys 15 years old and over had 
travelled within the country during 
the reference period. The survey 
reports that there were about 42 
million Pinoy domestic travelers and 
each traveler had an average of two 
trips within the specified period.

 The 2016 HSDV is a joint 
undertaking of the Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA) and the 
Department of Tourism (DOT) which 
aims to gather household data on 
domestic tourism in the country. It 
was conducted in November of 2016 
with the reference period from April 
1 to September 30, 2016. (J. Lumbo-
an)

the regional office personnel. 

 RD Taghap gave his parting 
speech. He said that he is in mixed 
emotions but he is grateful working 
with the region for almost two 
years. RD Florendo, in his speech, 
expressed his gratitude to  RD Taghap 
acknowledging his accomplishments 
in leading the region. He is also 
hopeful that with his new leadership 
everyone will cooperate in the 
fullfilment of the office’s deliverables 
and he made sure the transition 
would be smooth.  (P. Enfestan)

Bohol, Cebu among....

RD Florendo returns...

Regional Statistics Committee (RSC) Central 
Visayas approves three resolutions
 RSC Central Visayas 
successfully holds its fourth quarter 
regular meeting on 12 December 
2017 at DILG Conference Hall, 
Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City.

 Among the  top ic s 
discussed were the formulation of 
Central Visayas Regional Statistical 
Development Program (RSDP) 
2018-2023, Regional Assessment 
on the Sustainable Development 
Goals and the PSA’s Implementation 
on the Statistical Survey Review and 
Clearance System.

 On that meeting, three resolutions were approved, i.e. resolution enjoining 
all RSC members to support the formulation of RSDP; resolution approving and 
adopting the 2018 Schedules of RSC regular meeting; and a resolution approving 
the inclusion of the EMB VII as regular member of the Committee.

 NEDA Regional Director Efren B. Carreon, in his message, expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to all the members for their usual and continued support to the 
committee the entire 2017. (R. Mujeres)

(L-R) RD Ariel Florendo, RD Efren Carreon, SOCD Chief 
Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr.

PSA pilots LFS CAPI using Survey Solutions in Negros Oriental

Assistant Statistician Erah Mhay Quiñones The participants try to use the tablet for the CAPI

The members of the Central Visayas Regional Statistics Committee
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Central Visayas celebrates the 28th National Statistics Month
 The Philippine Statistics Authority led the celebration of the National Statistics Month celebration within the month 
of October 2017 with the theme “FACTS AND FIGURES FOR THE FUTURE: Statistics for Evidence-Based. Decisions towards 
Ambisyon Natin 2040”.

 National Economic Development Authority Region VII (NEDA VII) hosted the opening salvo last 02 October 2017 
at EcoTech Center Pavillon, Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City with a Unified Flag Raising Ceremony.  The event was partcipated by 
different agencies of the government especially the members of the Regional Statistics Committee. This was followed by 
a medical, dental misssion, blood typing, blood pressure measurement, medical consultation and free medicines, vitamins 
and vaccine courtesy from the Department of Health, Legal consultation, processing of applications for certificates of live 
birth, death, marriages and no marriage and lastly Exhibit of Agency Statistics. 

 Among the lined-up activities held were Information Disseminations, Trivia at the CRS Outlet, Lecture Series on 
Basic Statistics, Statistics Quiz among PSA employees in support to this month-long celebration. 

 The closing NSM Ceremony hosted by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Cebu Regional Office on 24 October 2017 
at the BSP Hall. There were three main presentations for the closing program. Dr. Ferdinand Abocejo, a professor of 
Cebu Normal University (CNU), presented the Philippine Statistical System (PSS). The PSS is a government-wide system 
of providing statistical information and services to the public. Dr. Abocejo shared the structure, the policy-making and 
coordinating body, data producers, data providers/respondents, Statistical Training, Education and Research Institutions 
and its objectives. Ms. Ma. Cristina Biglang-awa, Statistical Specialist II of PSA RSSO VII presented the background and 
survey results on the 2017 Cost and Return of Tomato. Lastly, a presentation on the 2015 Vital Statistics results was shared 
by Mr. Joseph Jim Abadingo, Statistical Specialist II of PSA RSSO VII. He presented the statistics of Birth, Marriage and 
Death in the Philippines and Central Visayas including the age and sex distribution. He also shared some trivia on birth, 
marriage and death of 2015.
 
 A short video presentation on various NSM activities conducted by other partner government agencies, academe 
and the private sector was shown. An open forum followed of which some questions were asked to the three resource 
persons by the attendees. One of the questions raised was from Ms. Minerva D. Yap of DTI. She asked why the vital statistics 
data disseminated seems obsolete like two years after. Mr. Abadingo answered that PSA cannot just simply release data 
without further review. In his closing remarks, SOCD Chief Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr. expressed his gratitude to BSP Cebu 
Regional Office for their unending support by providing the venue and provision. He also thanked the resource persons 
for responding to his request despite the short notice and to all who attended the event. 

 This year marks the 28th NSM pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 647, “Declaring the Month of October of 
Every Year as National Statistics Month” on 20 September 1990 by then President Corazon C. Aquino. (P. Enfestan)

Attendance of PSA RSSO VII in the opening of the 28th 

National Statistics Month
Assistant Statistician Erah Mhay Quiñones discusses the three measures of 
central tendency: The mean, median and mode.

SCO III Roxan L. Mujeres discusses 
the coefficient of variation relative to 
the standard deviation.

SCO III Roxan Mujeres asks questions 
during the Trivia at the CRS Outlet

The particpants together with the resource persons pose during the 28th 
NSM Closing Ceremony
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PSA RSSO VII cascades ANACONDA

 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA), the official statistical arm of the 
government created under Republic Act 
10625: “The Philippine Statistical Act of 
2013”.  The statistical function of the 
agency as it serves as the central statistical 
authority of the Philippine government on 
primary data collection and it is also tasked 
to carry out, enforce, and administer civil 
registration functions in the country as 
provided for in Act 3753, the Law on Civil 
Registry Status.
 
 As the technical supervisor on the 
implementation of the provisions of Act 
3753, the agency faces queries, concerns, 
and other issues that may crop up from 

the different Local Civil Registrars (LCRs), 
Civil Registration stakeholders (hospitals, 
birthing clinics, rural health units, funeral 
service providers, religious organizations, 
and other persons or group who are 
involved in the preparation of civil registry 
documents), and the public itself. 
 
 In order for the personnel of the 
PSA to be ready and be prepared to the 
different queries, issues, and concerns 
its personnel should be trained on the 
different aspects and tools when it comes 
to civil registration. One of the tools that 
can be used by the office is the ANACONDA 
(Analysis of the Cause of National Death 
for Action) developed by the University 

of Melbourne aiming to assist developing 
countries in their civil registration aspect. 
It is a statistical tool that will assist the 
users in determining information such 
as: Age-Sex Pyramid, Crude Death Rates, 
Life Table, Leading Causes of Death, VSPI 
(Q), and others. The registered Certificates 
of Death and the Census of Population 
or its projection serves as its input value 
in order to generate the mentioned 
information to the users. As mentioned, 
training the personnel is very vital in any 
situation. Thus, the hierarchy of trainings 
for ANACONDA was made from the Task 
Force Training last 16-17 November 2017 
and the Second Level Training a week after. 
The former participated by personnel from 
the Regional and Central offices while the 
latter was participated by Regional and 
Provincial personnel.
 
 In region 7, the Second Level 
Training was conducted last 20-21 
November 2017 was held at the Conference 
Room of PSA RSSO VII. It was cascaded 
by Statistical Specialist II Joseph Jim D. 
Abadingo and was participated by 8 
personnel from the Regional Office (6 from 
SOCD and 2 from CRASD), 5 from Cebu 
Provincial Office, 3 from Negros Oriental 
Provincial Office, 1 from Siquijor Provincial 
Office, and 1 from Bohol Provincial 
Office. Except for Cebu Provincial Office, 
each participating provincial office was 
supported by a regional staff or personnel 
for the presentation of their final output 
of the training. (J.J. Abadingo)

Statistical Specialist II Joseph Jim D. Abadingo explains data on ANACONDA

PSA Region VII joins training on Seasonal Adjustment and Missing Data Estimation

 In line with the Livestock and 
Poultry Information- Early Warning System 
(LPI-EWS) Project, the Department of 
Agriculture – Regional Field Office VII 
(DA-RFO7) in coordination with Philippine 
Statistical Research and Training Institute 
conducted a Training on Seasonal 
Adjustment and Missing Data Estimation 
last 6-10 November 2017 at Cebu Business 
Hotel, Junquera Street, Cebu City The 
resource speaker was Associate Professor 
Genelyn Ma. F. Sarte from the University 
of the Philippines School of Statistics. 

 The activity aims to address on 
concrete and reliable data and information 
on the situation and outlook of supply 
and demand of livestock and poultry in 
the country. In addition, the activity also 
targets to enhance skills and techniques 
in analyzing data and trends.

 The Philippine Statistics Authority, 
Regional Statistical Services Office VII 
(RSSO VII) and the provincial offices  of 
Cebu, Bohol, Negros Oriental and Siquijor 
were invited to participate the said 
training together with the representatives 
coming from Department of Agriculture 
(DA), Provincial Veterinary Office (PVO), 
Cebu Technological University- Barili 
Campus (CTU-Barili), Bureau of Animal 
Industry (BAI), and the National Economic 
Development Authority (NEDA) who 
foresee the importance of the Descriptive 
Analysis of Time-Series, Simple Missing 
Data Estimation and Seasonal Adjustment.

 RSSO VII was represented by 
Assistant Statisticians Jean B. Villacensio 
and Erah Mhay Quiñones and Marvin B. 

Alit the LPI-EWS staff J.O).
 
 The tra ining enables the 
participants to learn the classical and 
modern procedure in estimating missing 
data and deseasonalizing the data series. 
The participants undergone a hands 
on training in which they were tasked 
to produce a model for their respective 
datasets and given the opportunities 
to analyze real data using the software 
EVIEWS. (E.M. Quiñones)

Associate Professor Genelyn Ma. F. Sarte of the 
University of the Philippines School of Statistics

The trainer assists participants from RSSO 7 during 
the training
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PSA VII gears on Web Content Management 
Training

 The fast upgrade of technology calls for its adaptation in the different aspects 
of our profession and career. In the government service, technology is a very vital 
partner especially in the information dissemination aspect. Nowadays, people would 
turn to computers, cellphones, smartphones, and other gadgets to access information 
that they need. Thus, it challenges information providers to meet the demands of 
its clients through innovation and adapting the fast-moving modern technology.

 In line with the said challenge, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), the 
official statistical arm of the Philippine government conducted trainings on website 
development to all field offices nationwide. The respective representatives of that 
training are to cascade it to their respective regions. PSA Regional Statistical Services 
Office VII had its share last 8 – 9 November 2017 held at the Province of Bohol. It 
was conducted by Senior Statistical Specialist Felixberto M. Sato, Jr. and Statistical 
Analyst (JO) Peter Enfestan and participated by two staff each from the region, and 
the four provincial offices under RSSO-7. The said training covers content management 
and structure of the PSA website. As final output of the training, the participants 
were required to upload an article from their respective area of assignments. The 
composition of the PSA RSSO-7 Online Systems Team were those who participated 
the training. (J.J. Abadingo)

RD Ariel E. Florendo gives his message during the Web Content Management Training at Bohol
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 One of the major outputs of the 
Livestock and Poultry Information – Early 
Warning System (LPI-EWS) Project, Region 
VII is to conduct a training-workshop to 
capacitate the stakeholders. Last 23rd day 
of October 2017, the projects proponent 
agency, the Department of Agriculture 
Regional Field Office 7 (DA-RFO 7) 
conducted a training on Communicating 
Statistics Using Infographic at Reyna’s The 
Heaven and Garden Resort, Tagbilaran 
City, Bohol in coordination with the 
Philippine Statistical Research and Training 

Institute (PSRTI). The Philippine Statistics 
Authority – Regional Statistical Services 
Office VII and its provincial offices in 
Cebu, Bohol, Negros Oriental and Siquijor 
were invited to participate in the training. 
Other agencies who participated were 
Provincial Veterinary Offices (PVOs) in 
Bohol, Cebu and Siquijor, Bureau of Animal 
Industry (BAI) – Veterinary Quarantine 
Services VII, DA RFO 7 Divisions in 
Planning, Regulatory, Livestock and 
Poultry, Provincial Agriculture  Technology 
Coordinating Office (PATCO) of Bohol, 
Siquijor and Negros Oriental, Cebu 
Technological University - Barili Campus, 
and National Economic and Development 
Authority.

 Mr. John Lorenzo A. Yambot, 
Instructor 7 from Institute of Statistics, 
University of the Philippines Los Baños was 
the resource person of the said training. 

 Mr. Christopher “Jikko” E. Mojica, 
Statistician III from PSRTI, was the training 
coordinator.

 The five day training-workshop 

which ended on 27 October 2017 aimed 
to provide the participants with the 
knowledge and skills on the use of visual 
graphics to present statistics quickly and 
clearly. 

 With this kind of training, the 
participants were able to: (1) learn the best 
practices in data visualization, (2) learn the 
importance of good visual storytelling, 
and (3) learn how to plan and design 
infographics. (J. Villacensio)

PSA Central Visayas attends Training Course on Communicating Statistics 
through Infographics

Mr. John Lorenzo A. Yambot, Instructor 7 from 
Institute of Statistics, University of the Philippines 
Los Baños

The partipants of the training with the resource 
person and the training coordinator
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 The 2017 General Assembly of PSA RSSO VII 
was held at Sierra Resort, Dauin, Negros Oriental on 
15-16 December 2017. It was a splendid event as the 
four provinces of four different islands in region 7 came 
together to grace the celebration. A total of one hundred 
forty-seven (147) attendees from regional and provincial 
offices were recorded.

PSA VII 2017 General Assembly soft opening begins
 
 On 15 December at 4:00 PM, the opening of 
the 2017 RSSO general assembly took place to which 
Undersecretary Lisa Grace S. Bersales was the honored 
guest. She mentioned during her inspirational remarks 
a new mantra for PSA to “move, connect, embrace, and 

breath.” Driven by the festive spirit, participants from 
the two division units of the regional office and four 
provincial offices made a creative introduction at the 
start of the program. Meanwhile, there held also a soft 
launching of the RSSO 7 website by SSS Felixberto Sato 
Jr in which he remarked that the deliverable is one of the 
major accomplishments of the office. 

 Anent, a video contest was also organized in line 
with the 2018 PSA theme, “Healthy PSA, Happy PSA”. The 
Provincial Statistical Office of Negros Oriental emerged 
victorious, besting other four participants. 

 During this time also, PSA 7 personnel undertook 
the pledge of commitment and renewal of oath of office 
before the National Statistician and Regional Director. 
They also sealed the oath of office with their signatures 
as a testament of their dedication and passion in public 
service.

PSA VII 2017 General Assembly continues
 
 On 16 December at 9:00 AM, informational 
discourses such as the cascading of CSC updates by 
PSO Firmo Diputado, cascading of DBM updates by 
CSS Leopoldo P. Alfanta, Jr., and discussion on Google 
calendar by Mr. Peter E. Enfestan were highlighted.
 
 By 1:00 PM, an RD Hour was taken as part of the 

program. RD Florendo asked the employees to “rate their 
respective PSO in line the Core Values and Corporate 
Personality of PSA with respect to their leadership and 
managerial capabilities for a better providence of good 
service to the public as well as to the employees.” 
Meanwhile, various issues and concerns were raised, more 
particular on the procurement scheme but was resolved 
otherwise. 

 After the RD Hour, there were teambuilding 
activities hosted by the PO Siquijor in which everybody 
participated into.

PSA VII parties!

 
 A bohemian-themed party concluded the general 
assembly. There were festive presentations among the 
provinces which include among others a comical skit, 
sing and dance presentation, and balak that boosted the 
night with fun and colors. Further, a gift-giving activity 
was enthusiastically taken as PSA personnel exchanged 
gifts with a twist. (B.J. Bacurnay)

PSA Central Visayas commences, celebrates, concludes 2017 General Assembly

USec Lisa Grace Bersales shares her inspirational message to PSA Central 
Visayas personnel

PSA Central Visayas personnel takes their pledge of commitment and renews 
their oath of office

RD Ariel E. Florendo takes the queries of some PSA Central Visayas personnel 
during the RD Hour

PSA RSSO VII employees fab and style in the bohemian-themed party.
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 Selected PSA 7 personnel were 
gathered for a three-day regional planning 
workshop on 13-15 December 2017 at 
Sea Dream Resorts, Masaplod Sur, Dauin, 
Negros Oriental. A total of forty-nine (49) 
participants were present which include 
among others, the National Statistician 
and her Executive Secretary, Regional 
Director and thirteen (13) of his staff, seven 
(7) from PO Bohol, fourteen (14) from PO 

Cebu, eight (8) from PO Negros Oriental, 
and five (5) from PO Siquijor. 

 Various discussions and discourses 
were patterned after the 2018 PSA theme, 
“Healthy PSA, Happy PSA,” especially 
on the PSA Wellness Program and Risk 
Registry and Action Plan. A group activity 
was organized in which each office made 
their own Wellness Plan and Risk Registry 
and Action Plan in connection to the early 
discussions tackled. 

 The presentation of the 2017 office 
accomplishments vis-à-vis OPCR was also 
highlighted to determine the activities 
accomplished, not accomplished on time, 
and not accomplished. 

 It was found out that most of the 
activities not accomplished on time were 

due to some improper assignment of 
tasks. To resolve such, it was suggested 
by Joselito Maghanoy, Statistical Specialist 
II-PO Siquijor, that focal persons should 
have an understudy not to augment the 
delay of deliverables. RD Florendo raised 
that each office shall utilize and adopt 
the use of Google calendar for plotting, 
prompting and monitoring of activities to 

avoid or minimize overlapping. Develop a 
regional google calendar to be accessed 
by many.

 On the other note, Edwina M. 
Carriaga, Chief Administrative Officer, 
viewed and reviewed the functions of 
the personnel. She also encouraged and 
require each office to come up with a 
standardized organizational structure with 
defined functions based on the QMS 
manual as the regional office and PO Cebu 
is heading towards ISO certification. 

 In the delivery of products and 
services, Undersecretary Lisa Grace S. 
Bersales encouraged everyone to be 
‘strategic.’ “Strategic means that a one-
hour task can be delivered into half or so 
in conformity with the delivery of high 
impact products and services without 
compromising the needs of the people. 
There should be a proper assignment of 
works, proper assignment of personnel, 
use of technology, and proper allocation 
of loads to be more efficient and effective.”

 After the presentations, there 
was an Undersecretary’s Hour in which 
personnel, except for the regional director, 
division chiefs and PSOs, engaged in an 

informative and inquisitive dialogue with 
the undersecretary herself. 

 The 2018 PSA Calendar of Activities 
for RSSO VII was also unveiled wherein 
some activities were not included in the 
calendar, thus, an update is a need therein. 

 CAO Ms. Edwina M. Carriaga, with 
the consent of the body, reminded that the 
submission of targets for the 2018 should 
be done on 31 December 2017. Since there 
is no standard rating scale set in OPCR/
IPCR, there should be a workshop on how 
to rate the OPCR/IPCR which will be done 
next year. 

 It was also agreed that the 
materialization of the automated IPCR 
developed by Peter E. Enfestan, Statistical 
Analyst-JO, will be carried for the next 
rating round. 

 According to NS Bersales, RPW 
serves as an avenue for commitment 
setting for OPCR for the following year.  
A self-reflection of the OPCR set for the 
previous year must be undertaken to 
evaluate and assess if targets are met or 
accomplished. The IPCR/OPCR should be 
carefully and religiously reviewed by the 
supervisor. (B.J. Bacurnay)

PSA VII plans, workshops for a more world-class 2018 

PSA Central Visayas conducts the 4th Quarter 2017 RDR on AgStat
 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) Central Visayas conducted the 
Regional Data Review (RDR) on Agricultural 
Statistics (AgStat) at the Conference Room, 
2nd Floor Gaisano Bldg., Colon Street, 
Cebu City on 18 to 22 December 2017. It 
is a quarterly activity in Regional Statistical 
Services Office (RSSO) after the conduct 
of the Provincial Data Review (PDR) in 
each province. It was participated by the 
Regional Director (RD), Chief Statistical 
Operations and Coordination Division 
(SOCD), Provincial Statistics Officers 
(PSOs), Regional and Provincial Focal 
Persons (RFPs/PFPs) for AgStat. During 
the activity, a presentation on the issues 
and problems during the 3rd Quarter 
National Data Review (NDR) and 2017 
Operational Training on Livestock and 
Poultry Surveys was presented by SA Juliet 
Lumbo-an of PSA RSSO 07. There was also 

a presentation on the damaged report by 
SS II Ma. Cristina Biglang-awa and a brief 
information about the Agricultural Wage 

Rate Survey (AWRS) formerly known as 
Agricultural Labor Survey (ALS) given by 
IO Noel N. Rafols. 

 The objectives of this activity 
are to review and validate the AgStat 
preliminary estimates and the indicated 

remarks in the compiling system based 
on the result during PDR. The result will 
then be consolidated as regional estimates 
which will be reviewed during the NDR. 

 The data being reviewed are the 
following: (a) Cereals such as Palay and Corn; 
(b) Other Crops such as Fruits, Non-Food 
and Industrial Crops (NFICS), Vegetables; 
(c) Farm Prices (FPAS); (d) Fisheries 
including Aquaculture, Commercial, Marine 
Municipal and Inland Fisheries; (e) Backyard 
Livestock and Poultry.

 The NDR will be on 8 to 12 January 
2018 which will be attended by SSS Aurelia 
Canda of PSA RSSO VII and SS II Blecila 
M. Paredes of PSA Bohol. (C. Pohanes)

RDR participants dicuss issues and concerns with 
Agricultural Statistics data

From Left to Right. Ma. Christina Biglang-awa, Jocelyn 
S. Sarmiento, Cayylord Niala and Juanilla Premne 
during the workshop session.

USec Lisa Grace S. Bersales answers one of the 
queries during the Undersecretary’s Hour.

CAO Edwina M. Carriaga reminds the personnel 
of the importance of IPCR and OPCR as tool for 
improved performance .
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RSSO VII conducts refresher course on CRASM

 PSA-RSSO VII conducted a 
refresher course on the Processing 
of Application of Certificate 
of Registration of Authority to 
Solemnize Marriage (CRASM) on 
19-20 October 2017 at the Cebu 
Provincial Statistics Office, on the first 
day, and Regional Statistical Services 
Office VII, on the latter day. The 
activity channels the improvement of 
the CRASM processes and services by 
addressing the issues and concerns 
that hampered and delayed the 
operation with the hope to minimize 
it, if not eradicate, in the future. 

 Edwina M. Carriaga, Chief 
Administrative Officer- PSA RSSO 
VII, emphasized that “the refresher 
course is very important as it is one of 
the leeways to achieve a smooth and 
expeditious processing of CRASM 
documents for a more efficient 
service.” 

 Trainers were Hera B. Juarez, 
Registration Officer IV and Irish B. 
Velasco, Administrative Assistant III, 

both from the PSA VII regional office. 
The undertaking was attended by five 
(5) personnel from the regional office 
and selected registration officers of 
the four provincial statistical offices- 
five (5) from PO Cebu, two (2) from 
PO Negros Oriental, two (2) from PO 
Bohol, and one (1) from PO Siquijor. 

 Topics presented were 
Administrative Order No. 1, Series 
of 2007; cancellation of CRASM 
license; the registration procedures; 
administrative matters; and, 
accomplishment form reports. (B.J. 
Bacurnay)

CRASD Chief Edwina M. Carriaga (standing) delivers 
her opening remarks during the CRASM training

Hera B. Juarez, Registration Office IV (top) and Irish 
B. Velasco, Administrative Assitant III,  (bottom) 
serve as trainers on the refresher course on CRASM

 In the spirit of yuletide season, the Philippine 
Statistics Authority, Regional Statistical Services Office 
VII organized a feeding program for the Badjao children 
of Nano Nagle Child Care and Learning Center at 
Alaska, Mambaling, Cebu City on 20 December 2017, 

10:30 in the morning. This is likewise in conformity with 
the office’s corporate social responsibility in its view to 
every child’s right to good health and proper nutrition. 

 Among the PSA RSSO VII personnel who shared 
invaluable joy and heartfelt efforts for the success of the 
activity were Hera B. Juarez (RO IV), Lorna R. Chan (AO 
III), Hannah Abigail Gesmundo (AO IV-JO), Bryan John 
T. Bacurnay (AS-JO), Cristine L. Catalan (AS-JO), Archel 
Lazaga (Driver) and Cirilo Manija (Driver). (B.J. Bacurnay)

PSA RSSO VII shares the spirit of Christmas to Nano 
Badjao Angels

PSA RSSO VII personnel during the feeding program at Nano Nagle Child 
Care and Learning Center.

PSA RSSO VII personnel and the children of Nano Nagle Child Care and 
Learning Center.

     
 The Philippine Statistics Authority 
- Central Visayas conducted a two-day 
Refresher Course on Philippine Civil 
Registry Information System (PhilCRIS) 
and Decentralized Vital Statistics System 
2011 (DVSS 2011) on 8-9 November 2017. 
The said activity aims to enhance the 
knowledge of PSA personnel – both RSSO 
and PO personnel assigned in the DVSS 
Section in the region. Likewise, it provides 
avenue to tackle issues, concerns and 
actions to be taken relative to the system 
in order to have a smooth and expeditious 
processing for a more efficient service.

 Trainer during the said activity 
was Registration Officer IV Hera B. Juarez. 
There were five (3) PSA personnel from PO 
Cebu, three (3) from PO Negros Oriental, 
three (3) from PO Bohol, three (3) from PO 
Siquijor and four (4) from the RSSO who 
attended the training.

 Topics discussed were 
Introduction to PhilCRIS and Installation, 
Using the PhilCRIS System (Printing 
and Tabulation), Introduction to DVSS, 
Processing of Civil Registry Documents 
(CRDs) System Installation, Using the 
DVSS 2011 System, Data Entry of CRDs 
System Installation, Data Quality Check 
and Generation of Preliminary Tables, and 
other Administrative Matters. (A.E. Eballe)

PSA RSSO VII undertakes 
Refresher Course on PhilCRIS 
and DVSS

Participants are attentively participating on all the 
topics discussed by the trainer, RO IV Hera B. Juarez
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QUICKSTAT
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Compiled by L.M. Zuasula

Why CV Stat?
 CV Stat is a quarterly newsletter publication of Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) Central Visayas. 
CV Stat stands for Central Visayas Statistics. It also denotes a Curriculum Vitae of Central Visayas in terms of 
Statistics. This publication contains the events, results of surveys and censuses, highlights of civil registration 
activities and its services, and activities enhancing coordination with stakeholders of PSA Central Visayas.

 CV Stat serves as one of PSA Central Visayas’ channels of sharing its advocacies, events and results 
of various statistical surveys and censuses to the public. 
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Let’s Play Games

Joanna made 29 posters for the school fair.  
Andy made 11 more posters than Joanna.  
They hung up 23 posters all around their 
neighborhood.

How many posters are left?

Derek had 46 games.  He gave 12 games 
to his friend, Steve. Then Derek got 15 
more games for his birthday.

How many games does Derek have 
now?

Mathema-Tricks

Cameron was baking brownies. She put 1 cup of oil, 2 eggs, 1 bag 
of chocolate chips, and 1 1/2 cups of milk in the bowl. It took her 5 
minutes to mix the ingredients and it took 20 minutes to wait for the 
brownies to bake. It also took 10 minutes to cool the brownies. How 
long was it before she could eat a brownie?

Food for the Soul
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

        Romans 8:28 (NIV)

For more information, please contact:

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY
REGIONAL STATISTICAL SERVICES OFFICE VII

Gaisano Capital South Building, Colon St., Cebu City
Telephone Numbers: (032) 256-0592 / 412-6794 / 254-0470

Email Address: psa07.rsso@gmail.com or psa07.socd@gmail.com
Website: http://rsso07.psa.gov.ph


