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Poverty incidence among Filipino families in Central Visayas in 2021 was 
estimated at 22.1 percent 
 
Poverty incidence among Filipino families in Central Visayas in 2021 was estimated 
at 22.1 percent.  This means that 22 out of 100 families have incomes below the 
amount needed to buy their basic food and non-food needs in 2021. An increase of 
8.7 percentage points was recorded from the 2018 estimate at 13.4 percent and a 
decrease of 2.8 percentage points from 2015 which was recorded at 24.9 percent 
(Figure 1).  
 
The poverty incidence among families in Central Visayas was observed to be higher 
than the national poverty incidence among families which was estimated at 13.2 
percent in 2021, 12.1 percent in 2018, and 18.0 percent in 2015. 

 
Figure 1. Poverty Incidence among Families 

in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 
(in percent) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the poverty incidence among families between 2015 and 2018 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
2/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the poverty incidence among families between 2018 and 2021 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
p - This is based on the preliminary results of the 2021 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES). 
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The number of poor Filipino families in Central Visayas in 2021 

 
The number of poor Filipino families in Central Visayas in 2021 is estimated at 0.43 million (or 
434 thousand) families. This was higher compared in 2018 which was estimated at 0.25 million 
(or 246 thousand) families and higher than the 0.42 million (or 423 thousand) families in 2015. 
(Figure 2) 
 

Figure 2. Magnitude of Poor Families in Central Visayas:  
2015, 2018, and 2021 (in millions) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty incidence among population in Central Visayas in 2021 
 
Poverty incidence among population in Central Visayas in 2021 was estimated at 27.6 
percent.  This means that 27 out of 100 Filipinos whose incomes were below the 
amount needed to buy their basic food and non-food needs. This was estimated at 
17.7 percent in 2018 and 29.4 percent in 2015.  
 
The poverty incidence among the population in Central Visayas was observed to be 
higher than the national poverty incidence among population, which was estimated at 
18.1 percent in 2021, 16.7 percent in 2018, and 23.5 percent in 2015. (Figure 3) 
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Figure 3: Poverty Incidence among Population 
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in percent)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the poverty incidence among population between 2015 and 2018 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
2/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the poverty incidence among population between 2018 and 2021 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
p - This is based on the preliminary results of the 2021 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES). 

 
 
In 2021, about 2.22 million Filipinos in Central Visayas had incomes that fall below the 
poverty threshold. This was estimated at 1.37 million Filipinos in 2018 and 2.17 million 
Filipinos in 2015. (Figure 4)  
 

Figure 4: Magnitude of Poor Population  
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in millions) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:psa07.rsso@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2nd Floor Gaisano Capital South Bldg., Colon St., Cebu City, Cebu  
Telefax: (032) 412-6794, Telephone: (032) 256-0592 
Website: rsso07.psa.gov.ph, email: psa07.rsso@gmail.com  

 
 

6.5

3.9

10.6

3.4

8.0

2015 2018 2021

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

 

Subsistence incidence among Filipino families in Central Visayas 
 
The subsistence incidence among Filipino families in Central Visayas was estimated 
at 8.0 percent in 2021.  This means that 8 out of 100 Filipino families have incomes 
below the minimum amount needed to buy their basic food needs in 2021. In 2018, 
the proportion of families in Central Visayas who are food poor was recorded at 3.4 
percent while it was recorded at 10.6 percent in 2015. 
 
The subsistence incidence among families in Central Visayas was observed to be 
higher than the national subsistence incidence among families which was estimated 
at 3.9 percent in 2021 and 6.5 percent in 2015 but equal in 2018 which was estimated 
at 3.4 percent. (Figure 5) 
 

Figure 5: Subsistence Incidence among Families 
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in percent) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 

       1/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the subsistence incidence among families between 2015 and 2018 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
      2/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the subsistence incidence among families between 2018 and 2021 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
      p - This is based on the preliminary results of the 2021 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES). 

 
 
The 8.0 percent translates to about 0.16 million (or 157 thousand) families in Central 
Visayas that fall below the food threshold in 2021. In 2018, this was estimated at 
around 0.06 million (or 62 thousand) families and in 2015, this was estimated at around 
0.18 million (or 180 thousand) families. (Figure 6) 
 
 
 
 

mailto:psa07.rsso@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2nd Floor Gaisano Capital South Bldg., Colon St., Cebu City, Cebu  
Telefax: (032) 412-6794, Telephone: (032) 256-0592 
Website: rsso07.psa.gov.ph, email: psa07.rsso@gmail.com  

 
 

1.49

0.84

1.04

0.18
0.06

0.16

2015 2018 2021

National Region VII

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

 

9.1 5.2 

5.9 

12.9

4.8

10.9

2015 2018 2021
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

 

Figure 6: Magnitude of Food Poor Families  
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in millions) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2021, the subsistence incidence among population in Central Visayas was 
estimated at 10.9 percent. This is 6.1 percentage points higher than the 4.8 percent 
estimate in 2018 but 2.0 percentage points lower in 2015 at 12.9 percent. 
 
The subsistence incidence among population in Central Visayas was observed to be 
higher than the national subsistence incidence among population which was estimated 
at 5.9 percent in 2021 and 9.1 percent in 2015, but lower in 2018 which was estimated 
at 5.2 percent. (Figure 7) 
 

Figure 7: Subsistence Incidence among Population 
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in percent) 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the subsistence incidence among population between 2015 and 2018 is significant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10).  
2/ significant change; The increase or decrease in the subsistence incidence among population between 2018 and 2021 is signif icant at 10% level of significance (α = 0.10). 
p - This is based on the preliminary results of the 2021 Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES). 
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There were 0.88 million or 876 thousand Filipinos considered as food poor in Central 
Visayas in 2021. (Figure 8) 
 
In 2018, food poor Filipinos was estimated at around 0.37 million (or 373 thousand), 
and in 2015, it was estimated at around 0.95 million (or 953 thousand).  
 

Figure 8: Magnitude of Food Poor Population  
in Central Visayas: 2015, 2018, and 2021 

(in millions) 
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